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ALGERIA 

Y12  5 Centimes  "1974-1977",  Aluminum, 

F.A.O.  Coinage 


BANGLADESH 

Y1  5 Poisha  1973;  Aluminum 

Y2  10  Poisha  1973;  Aluminum 

Y3  25  Poisha  1973,  Steel 


BELIZE 

Y1  1 Cent  1973;  Bronze  (19.5mm  across 
scallops) 

Y2  5 Cents  1973,  Nickel-Brass  (20.25mm) 
BHUTAN 

Y10  20  Chetrum  1974,  Brass  (22mm),  F.A.O. 

Yll  10  Ngultrum  197*0  Silver  (39mm),  F.A.O. 


CANADA 

Y72 

Y73 

Y74 

Y75 

Y100 


$5  1973;  Kingston,  Silver  (38mm) 

$5  1973;  map.  Silver 
$10  1973;  design  as  No.  73;  Silver  (45 
$10  1973;  Montreal  skyline.  Silver 
(Y72-75  Olympic  Games  Commemoratives 
1 Dollar  197*0  Nickel, 

Centennial  of  Winnipeg 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

Y97  50  Kcs  1973,  Silver,  25th  Anniversary  of 

February,  1948  Victory 
(Continued  on  page  55} 
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One  Hundred  Sixteenth  meeting  of 
NUMISMATICS  INTERNATIONAL  (DALLAS) 

Wednesday,  February  20,  1974,  7:30  P.M. 

Republic  Savings  and  Loan  Association  Building 
(Community  Room  - East  Side  of  Building) 

63OO  East  Mockingbird  Lane 
DALLAS,  TEXAS,  USA 

PROGRAM:  "German  Emergency  Money:  The  Spectrum" 

SPEAKER:  Richard  C.  Upton 

Dick  Upton,  founder  of  the  Emergency  Money  Sot^B^Y, 
will  present  another  of  his  always  interestinJ^W 
lectures  on  "notgeld"  coinage  and  currency. 

Dr.  Howard  Ford  won  the  coin  quiz  on  world  types 
at  last  month ' s meeting  and  second  place  ended 
in  a tie  between  Irving  Berlin  and  Grover 
Gillett.  The  average  score  of  participants  was 
8l,  compared  to  72  in  1973- 
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"WANTED : ZEALOTS" 


THE 


PRESI  DENT’S 


FORUM 


NI  needs  dedicated  numismatists  to  insure  its  future  growth.  A couple 
of  years  back  at  our  "Goals  for  NI"  sessions,  one  of  the  ingredients 
deemed  necessary  for  the  future  was  the  establishment  of  chapters, 
actively  manned,  in  other  locales,  throughout  the  world.  To  me,  this 
goal  looms  more  and  more  important  with  recent  events. 

It  is  no  secret  that  several  governments  have  instilled  measures  to 
protect  objects,  artifacts,  and  other  items  deemed  important  to  their 
national  heritage.  Others  have  measures  to  prevent  currency  specu- 
lation and  private  dealing  in  precious  metals.  I have  no  quarrel 
with  the  avowed  purpose  of  these  measures.  However,  I do  get  alarmed 
when  these  measures  become  repressive  to  international  numismatics. 

In  some  instances  these  measures  make  coin  collecting  extremely  diffi- 
cult, if  not  impossible.  I feel  that  much  of  this  is  due  to  lack  of 
knowledge  on  the  part  of  government  officials  about  numismatics. 

Ideally,  a broader  knowledge  of  numismatics  on  the  behalf  of  your 
local  populace  would  be  a partial  solution  although  certainly  not  a 
panacea.  A more  practical  means  is  for  numismatists  to  band  together 
and  become  a chapter  with  educational  endeavors:  to  provide  the 

people  and  government  representatives  with  correct  information  as  to 
the  scope  and  purpose  of  numismatics.  NI  will  be  happy  to  aid  in  this 
endeavor.  Articles  that  have  appeared  in  past  NI  Bulletins  would  be 
most  suitable,  after  translation  if  necessary,  for  insertion  into 
local  newspapers  and  journals.  Needless  to  say,  a wealth  of  material 
exists  about  virtually  any  area  of  international  numismatics  and  it 
is  a simple  matter  to  write  our  NI  editor  for  permission  to  reprint 
such  material. 

But  to  complete  the  chain,  NI  needs  "zealots";  dedicated  numismatists 
who  will  work  hard  to  spread  knowledge  and  share  the  pleasures  of 
numismatics  with  others.  It  is  this  rare  person,  who  will  give  freely 
of  his  time  and  energy,  who  will  "light  a candle  rather  than  curse 
the  darkness",  that  is  needed.  If  you  feel  you  meet  any  of  these 
criteria  then  by  all  means,  NI  needs  you.  The  reward  you  receive 
will  be  that  of  immense  personal  satisfaction  from  having  helped 
others  achieve  some  measure  of  enjoyment  through  the  vehicle  of 
international  numismatics. 


Sincerely, 


IRVING  BERLIN 
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INSIDE  N.l. 


MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


January  1974  Applications  for  Membership:  Membership  Applications 
Number  929-937  published  in  the  January  1974  NI  Bulletin  have  been 
admitted  to  membership. 


February  1974  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 

applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by 
March  1,  1974  their  membership  will  become  effective  that  date. 

(MT  = Will  Trade  by  Mail) 

938- MT  James  H.  Makovec,  PSC  Box  4795;  APO  San  Francisco,  Calif.  96328 

(World  Crowns  and  Manchukuo) 

939- MT  James  V.  Nilsson,  Deershom  Road,  Lancaster,  Mass.  OI523 

(Br.  Commonwealth,  India) 

940- MT  Harold  Chananau,  2155  Grand  Concourse,  Bronx,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

10468  --  (Dealer  in  World  Coins) 


Reinstatements : The  following  members  have  compled  with  the  By-Laws 

and  are  hereby  reinstated  to  full  membership: 


442 -MT  Const.  A.  Papadopoulos,  137  Patron  Str. 
(World  Coins  and  Banknotes) 


Piraeus  92,  Greece 


491-MT  Philip  M.  Wing,  C.M.R.  Box  149,  Ellington  AFB,  Texas  77030 
(Gt.  Britain,  Vatican  Sil.,  Crowns  from  15OO-I85O) 


Changes  of  Addresses  and  Collecting  Specialties: 

615-MT  William  D.  Holberton,  P.  0.  Box  125,  Simi  Valley,  Calif.  93065 
(Turkey,  Nepal,.  Tibet) 

338  Robert  L.  Mahr,  USASCC -Thailand,  APO  San  Francisco  96346 
(Chinese  struck  coins) 

557-MT  Eugene  E.  Race,  P.  0.  Box  4675>  San  Diego,  Calif.  92104 
(Comm.  Crowns  and  Medieval) 

381-MT  G.  N.  Robbins,  c/o  Boeing,  Box  592,  APO  New  York  09133 
(World  Types) 

742 -MT  David  L.  Thaxter,  8135-B  Lawson  Lp. , Ft.  Meade,  Md.  20755 
(World  Types) 

OOOOO 


LIFE  MEMBERSHIPS  TO  BE  ACCEPTED  STARTING  JULY,  1974 


At  the  Board  of  Governor's  meeting  of  November  28,  1973;  the  board 
approved  offering  life  membership  under  the  following  conditions: 

(l)  The  person  must  have  been  a member  of  NI  for  at  least  three 
years  before  applying; 
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(2)  The  cost,  to  be  reevaluated  from  time  to  time,  is  presently 
set  at  $150.00; 

(5)  The  membership  must  be  approved  by  the  board; 

(4)  No  membership  will  be  accepted  before  July  1974,  the  tenth 
anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  organization;  and 

(5)  They  will  start  with  IM1  and  go  on  from  there. 

The  board  also  stated  at  this  meeting  that  the  present  life  members 
will  be  considered  "honorary  life  members"  or  "HLM  Numbers".  (Three 
NI  members  have  been  awarded  honorary  life  memberships  since  the 
founding  of  the  organization  --  Marvin  L.  Fraley,  Jack  E.  Lewis  and 
Matthew  J.  van  der  Voort.) 

The  board  also  agreed  that  the  organization  could  solicit  life  member- 
ships as  early  as  January,  1974  but  again  they  would  not  be  issued  or 
become  effective  until  July,  1974. 

Any  member  obtaining  a life  membership  in  July  would  have  his  present 
1974  dues  credited  against  the  $150.00  fee. 

Any  applications  for  life  memberships  should  be  sent  to  the  attention 
of  the  Board  of  Governors  and  must  include  a remittance  of  $150.00 
along  with  the  application. 


OOOOO 

BOARD  OF  GOVERNORS  and  NI  BULLETIN  WORK  COMMITTEE  MEETINGS  SCHEDULE 


The  next  monthly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Governors  will  be  held  at 
7:30  P.M.,  February  27,  1974  at  the  home  of  Irving  Berlin,  6406 
Blanche  Circle,  Dallas,  Texas.  Any  persons  having  business  they 
would  like  to  present  to  the  board  are  welcome  to  attend  this  meeting. 

The  next  monthly  meeting  of  the  NI  Bulletin  Work  Committee  will  be 
held  at  7:30  P.M.,  March  13,  1974  at  the  home  of  Jack  E.  Lewis, 

7607  Azalea  Lane,  Dallas,  Texas.  Anyone  may  attend  this  meeting  as 
there  is  always  plenty  of  work  to  go  around.  The  present  volunteer 
workers  on  the  committee  always  welcome  any  new  "volunteers". 

For  additional  information  on  either  of  these  meetings,  call  Jack  E. 
Lewis  at  A/c  214,  36 1-75 43- 


REPORT  OF  DONATIONS  RECEIVED  FOR  THE  "NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION" 


Three  Ethiopia  type  coins  (.95  cents  Catalog  Value) — Granvyl  G.  Hulse 

The  "NI  Reference  Collection"  was  announced  in  August  1973  when 
Marvin  L.  Fraley  was  appointed  curator  for  the  collection.  It  is 
the  intent  of  NI  to  keep  the  best  grade  of  each  date,  variety  or  type 
of  coins  which  are  donated  to  the  collection  so  that  in  years  to 
come,  as  the  collection  grows,  NI  will  have  an  excellent  reference 
collection  from  which  numismatic  students  could  use  in  research  and 
other  purposes. 
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Response  from  the  membership  has  been  somewhat  dissappointing  as  very 
few  coins  have  been  received.  A comment  might  be  appropriate  that 
we  welcome  "junk  box"  items  as  well  as  higher  priced  items.  We  are 
starting  from  "scratch"  so  therefore  we  need  every  coin  which  has 
ever  been  issued  and  this  certainly  includes  the  thousands  upon 
thousands  of  very  common  issues.  Don't  feel  that  your  sending  in 
the  cheaper  common  coins  makes  you  look  cheap  as  that  most  certainly 
is  not  the  case.  On  the  other  hand,  we  also  welcome  the  higher  priced 
coins  that  you  might  care  to  donate. 

All  donation  coins  or  lots  of  coins  should  be  sent  to  the  curator  of 
the  collection:  Marvin  L.  Fraley,  P.  0.  Box  2070,  Lubbock,  Texas 

79^08.  All  donations  will  be  acknowledged  in  the  next  published  NI 
Bulletin  after  receipt. 


LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT 


As  stated  last  month,  the  new  1974  Edition  of  the  NI  Library  List  and 
updated  By-Laws  is  now  available  to  those  members  who  request  it. 


Also,  we  are  especially  grateful  to  the  following  members  who  have 
recently  donated  numismatic  material  to  the  NI  Library: 


W.  B.  Butte rworth- -65  auction  catalogs  for  the  special  research 
project  being  conducted  by  John  E.  Vandigriff. 


K. 


T. 


Edwards--"The  Story  of  Money",  by  A.  H.  Quiggin  and 
"Napoleon  and  His  Family  - Coins  and  Medals",  by  R. 
Myers  and  F.  M.  Schwartz 


J. 


John  K.  Graves--Seaby ' s Catalog  1946-1973  Complete 
Seaby's  - Greek  Coins  and  Their  Values 
Rynearson's  - Byzantine  Coin  Values  (2  copies) 

Reifenberg  - Ancient  Jewish  Coins 

Meshorer  - Jewish  Coin  of  the  Second  Temple  Period 

Klawans  - Reading  and  Dating  Roman  Imperial  Coins 

Askew  - Coinage  of  Roman  Britain 

Seaby  - Roman  Silver  Coins,  Vols.  I and  II 

Seaby  - Roman  Coins  and  Their  Values 

Mattingly  - Roman  Coins 

Edhem  - Cutalrgen  des  Monnaris  Tuscomanes  du  Mirsee  Im- 
perial B Roman 

Goodacre  - Handbook  of  the  Coinage  of  the  Byzantine  Empire 

Metcalf  - Coinage  in  the  Balkans,  820-1355 

Tahiri  - Corpus  of  Indo-Greek  Coins 

Sellwood  - Introduction  to  the  Coinage  of  Parthia 

Several  hundred  miscellaneous  auction  catalogs 

Charles  R.  Schraeder--The  Numismatist,  I963-I966  (complete)  | 
Almanzar's  Catalog,  1964-1966  (26  issues) 

Whitman  Numismatic  Journal,  1964-65  (complete) 

Munzen  and  Medillen,  I965-I97O  (almost  complete),  including 
Auctions  30/44 

Seaby's  Catalog,  1967-1972  (complete  except  12-70) 

Misc.  Catalogs  --  C.  L.  Deland,  A.  Malloy  Ancient  Arts, 
Almanzar 

(Continued  on  page  48) 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

PAPEKMONEY  Catalog  of  the  Americas,  by  Albert  Pick,  335  pages,  hard 
cover.  Munich,  1973  (in  English),  $25-00. 

The  long  awaited  catalog  of  paper  money  of  the  Americas  is  now  in 
print.  It  has  been  worth  waiting  for.  The  collector  of  notes  from 
countries  covered  in  this  volume  has  heretofore  had  to  content  himself 
with  a handful  of  one-country  catalogs,  or  in  most  instances,  do  with- 
out. 

Albert  Pick's  contributions  to  paper  numismatics  have  been  more  than 
substantial  already.  Although  his  major  works  have  been  published  in 
the  German  language,  his  Catalog  of  European  Paper  Money,  in  English, 
has  quickly  become  the  standard  reference  for  the  area  and  period  it 
covers.  It  seems  inevitable  that  his  latest  contribution  will  rapidly 
achieve  the  status  of  indispensability  with  collectors  interested  in 
notes  of  the  western  hemisphere. 

While  the  sections  on  Canada,  Mexico  and  the  United  States  add  to  the 
completeness  of  the  catalog,  its  greater  value  lies  in  the  listings 
of  countries  which  have  been  previously  cataloged  inadequately  or 
not  at  all.  Fifty-two  "countries"  are  listed  in  the  table  of  contents 
including  the  nations  of  North,  Central  and  South  America,  the  island 
states  of  the  Caribbean  plus  geographic  loners  like  Bermuda,  Hawaii, 
Falkland  Islands  and  St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon. 

With  only  a brief  introduction,  the  catalog  launches  into  the  listings 
by  country  in  alphabetical  order.  Notes  of  government,  central  and 
chartered  banks  issued  from  about  1900  are  numbered,  described  and 
assigned  valuations.  Some  regional  and  military  notes  which  circul- 
ated widely  are  included.  Local,  private  and  scrip  issues  are  not 
listed.  287  notes  were  selected  for  illustration. 

Although  most  collectors  will  be  impressed  with  the  extensive  cata- 
loging of  notes  from  the  larger  and  more  important  countries,  others 
will  be  intrigued  by  the  smaller,  less  well  known  places  such  as 
Antigua,  British  Virgin  Islands,  Leeward  Island  and  Turks  and  Caicos 
Islands. 

Twenty  years  ago,  this  reviewer  expressed  the  hope  that  some  day 
paper  money  collectors  would  have  a reference  similar  to  one  of  the 
world -wide  postage  stamp  catalogs.  Until  that  dream  is  fulfilled, 
limited  area  coverage  as  afforded  by  PAPERMONEY  Catalog  of  the  Americas 
will  be  gratefully  received. 

It  is  customary,  if  not  mandatory,  that  a reviewer  offer  some  critical 
comments.  Although  perfection  would  be  too  much  to  expect  from  any 
catalog  maker,  Albert  Pick  has  set  a high  standard  and  achieved  it. 

A number  of  technical  corrections  pertaining  to  dates  and  minor  var- 
ieties will  doubtless  be  necessary  and  perchance  a few  major  errors 
will  come  to  light  as  collectors  carefully  compare  their  notes  with 
the  catalog  listings.  However,  any  shortcomings  this  work  may  have 
are  more  than  compensated  by  the  general  excellence  of  the  volume. 

In  the  introduction,  Mr.  Pick  acknowledges  the  assistance  of  several 
collectors  and  dealers  who  helped  with  the  project.  A list  of  books 

(Continued  on  page 
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by  Gordon  Andreas  Singer,  FRNS 


(Reprinted  from  the  Journal  of  the  Society  for  Ancient  Numismatics, 
Vol.  IV  1972-1973;  Nos.  2 and  3;  with  permission  of  SAN's  Executive 
Secretary,  Mrs.  Beate  Rauch.) 


ONE  OF  THE  BEST  KNOWN  COINS  OF  MEDIEVAL  EUROPE  IS  THE  PRAGER  GROSCHEN, 
struck  by  the  kings  of  Bohemia.  From  their  introduction  in  1300, 
the  groschens  maintained  the  same  basic  design  for  nearly  two 
and  one-half  centuries,  which  is  an  obvious  sign  of  their  popularity 
and  success  during  the  Middle  Ages.  Behind  the  stable  facade  of  the 
Prager  Groschen,  however,  there  was  a great  amount  of  activity  and 
experimentation  with  other  denominations.  Bohemian  gold  coins  were 
successful  as  long  as  supplies  of  bullion  were  readily  and  cheaply 
available,  but  they  were  not  as  durable  as  the  silver  groschen.  At 
the  lower  end  of  the  scale,  the  minor  coinage  was  most  often  subject 
to  change  and  is  therefore  the  most  problematical  and  interesting. 
Although  there  were  many  alterations  over  the  years  from  1300  to  15^7; 
the  coinage  of  Bohemia  remained  quite  stable  in  comparison  with  that 
of  most  other  countries. 


The  basis  for  the  later  medieval  Bohemian  coinage  was  the  discovery, 
in  the  thirteenth  century,  of  rich  silver  deposits  at  Kutna(  Hora, 
a short  distance  east  of  Prague.  By  1300  the  mines  were  being  suf- 
ficiently exploited  to  enable  King  Wenceslas  II  (1278-1305)  to  attempt 
a much  needed  reform  of  his  coinage.  The  principle  of  Wenceslas'  re- 
form required  that  the  circulation  of  unstruck  metal  or  bullion  be 
suppressed,  that  the  then  current  denars  be  demonetized,  and  that  a 
royal  monopoly  on  precious  metals  be  created,  all  of  which  meant 
considerable  activity  and  profit  for  the  royal  mint.  Above  all  else 
the  most  important  aspect  of  the  reform  was  the  introduction  of  an  d 
entirely  new  monetary  system  characterized  by  the  striking  of  a heavyj 
and  stable  denomination,  the  grossus  denarius  or  Prager  Groschen. 


1 - Karel  Castelin,  £eska  drobnd  mince  doby  predhusitsk^  a husitsk^, 
1300-1^71  (Bohemian  minor  coinage  of  the  pre-Hussite  and  Hussite 
Periods)  (Praha:  1953);  P-  268. 
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Wenceslas  had  been  influenced  in  his  actions  and  policies  by  other 
recent  European  monetary  reforms,  especially  by  that  of  Louis  IX  of 
France,  which  led  to  the  striking  of  the  gros  toumois  in  1266.  The 
French  gros  was  immediately  popular  and  was  widely  accepted  and 
imitated.  However,  while  many  new  large  silver  coins  were  never 
more  than  servile  copies  of  the  gros  tournois,  the  new  type  intro- 
duced by  Wenceslas  differed  significantly  in  design  from  coins  of 
similar  size  and  weight.  Such  copying  was  not  necessary  for  the 
Bohemian  coins  since  they  did  not  have  to  compete  directly  with  the 
French  in  Central  Europe.  Nevertheless,  Wenceslas'  die  engravers 
did  a certain  amount  of  borrowing  from  the  gros  toumois  in  placing 
two  lines  of  legend  around  the  central  device  on  the  obverse:  the 

Bohemian  crown  was  surrounded  by  +WENCEZLAVS  • SECVNDVS  on  the  inside, 
with  + DEI : GRATIA: REX: BOEMIE  as  the  outer  legend.  The  reverse  had 
but  one  line  of  inscription,  +*GROSSI :PRAGENSES*,  around  a large 
Bohemian  lion. 


The  diameter  of  the  coins  was  about  twenty-seven  millimeters,  which 
made  the  groschen  or  gro£  broader,  although  slightly  thinner,  than 
the  French  gros.  Theoretically  sixty-four  were  to  be  struck  from 
the  mark  or  talent  (253- grams)  of  -937  fine  silver,  but  in  actual 
practice  sixty-five  or  sixty-six  coins  were  often  realized.  Many  of 
the  people  who  used  the  coins,  on  the  other  hand,  thought  that  only 
sixty  were  struck  from  a mark  of  silver  and  called  them  Schockgroschen 
(Schock  was  German  for  threescore).  The  Prager  Groschen  took  its 
name  from  the  reverse  legend,  GROSSI  PRAGENSES,  which  referred  to 
the  coinage  standard,  the  standard  of  Prague,  rather  than  to  the 
mint.  The  same  was  true  of  the  gros  tournois,  which  was  named  after 
the  standard  of  Tours,  only  one  of  the  cities  in  which  they  were 
minted.  Originally  the  Prager  Groschens  were  called  denarii  grossi, 
groschen,  or  grose  in  reference  to  their  size,  while  the  smaller 
coins  were  called  denarii  parvi.  The  denars  or  parvi  were  authorized 
to  provide  small  change  and  were  to  pass  current  at  twelve  to  the 
groschen;  the  silver  content  of  twelve  of  them  was  nearly  equal  to 
that  of  one  of  the  larger  coins,  and  no  one  lost  money  by  accepting 
them.  The  design  of  the  parvus  was  very  similar  to  that  of  the 


groschen:  on  the  obverse  the  legend  +W:I:I:R:BOEM  surrounded  the 
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crown,  and  on  the  reverse  +PRAG:PARVI  around  the  Bohemian  lion. 


By  July  or  August  of  1300  the  new  coins  were  in  general  circulation, 
an  event  that  drew  the  attention  of  several  contemporary  chroniclers. 2 
King  Wenceslas  had  hired  three  Florentine  master-moneyers  to  provide 
the  technology  and  organization  necessary  for  the  project,  and  the 
mint  was  established  at  Kutna  Hora,  the  source  of  the  silver.  The 
mint  building,  which  still  stands,  was  called  the  Vlassky  Dvur  or 
Italian  Court,  after  the  men  who  initially  directed  the  activities. 

The  years  1305  to  1310  were  troublesome  ones  for  Bohemia.  In  1306 
Wenceslas  III,  the  young  heir  of  Wenceslas  II,  was  assassinated  and 
a struggle  for  the  crown  developed.  Rudolf  of  Habsburg  was  succeeded 
by  Henry  of  Carinthia  in  1307  and  the  latter  ruled  until  1310.  During 
this  period  the  Kutna  Hora  mint  continued  to  strike  Prager  Groschens 
in  the  name  of  Wenceslas  II,  a policy  successfully  aimed  at  maintain- 
ing a stable  currency.  In  1310  a mint  was  opened  in  Prague  itself, 
but  it  remained  in  operation  for  only  a brief  period  and  the  coins 
struck  there  cannot  be  distinguished  from  the  regular  issues. 

The  accession  of  John  of  Luxemburg  to  the  Bohemian  kingship  in  1310 
brought  with  it  some  much  needed  political  stability;  however,  in 
later  years  John's  international  activities  put  a great  strain  on  the 
economy.  The  Prager  Groschen  was  continued  as  before,  but  with  the 
name  IOHANNES  PRIMVS  replacing  that  of  Wenceslas  II.  The  parvus,  on 
the  other  hand,  was  completely  altered  in  design.  The  Bohemian  lion 
became  the  obverse  type  of  the  new  parvus,  along  with  the  legend 
+IOH'ES'REX-BOEM',  while  the  reverse  featured  a half  figure  of  St. 


2 - Josef  Emler,  ed.,  Fontes  Rerum  Bohemicarum,  vol.  IV  (Praha:  l884), 

pp.  80-81,  343,  364,  462;  Karel  Castelin,  "Zur  Pr&gezeit  der 
ersten  Prager  Groschen",  Mitteilungen  der  Ssterreichischen 
Numismatischen  Gesellschaft,  Band  XII,  Mummer  3 (1961),  pp.  21-25- 


Wenceslas,  Bohemia's  patron, 
holding  a standard  and  surrounded 
by  +S-WENCEZLAVS*.  Two  types  of 
half  groschen  (pulgros  or  halb- 
groschen)  were  introduced,  but 
apparently  without  success,  since 
they  are  rarely  encountered.  One 
resembled  the  parvi  of  Wenceslas 
II,  with  a crown  and  +IOHANNES : 
PRIMVS  on  the  obverse,  combined  with 
a lion  and  +DEI : GRATIA : REX : BOEMIE 
on  the  reverse.  The  second,  called 
the  English  or  Luxemburg  type, 
featured  a crowned  facing  bust 
patterned  after  the  esterlins 
John  struck  in  his  duchy  of  Luxem- 
burg, which  were  themselves  copies 
of  the  English  pence  of  Edward  I. 

The  reverse  design  and  the  legends 
were  the  same  as  those  of  the 
previous  type. 


In  the  middle  years  of  John's  reign 


3 - Castelin,  Ceska  drobn£  mince,  p.  268. 
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the  predominance  enjoyed  by  Bohemia  in  the  Central  European  bullion 
market,  as  well  as  in  coinage,  was  suddenly  jolted  quite  severly.  In 
1324  or  1325  King  Charles  Robert  of  Hungary  struck  the  first  Central 
European  gold  coins  at  his  new  mint  at  Kremnitz,  which  was  also  the 
center  of  Hungarian  mining  operations.  At  the  same  time  Charles 
Robert  also  introduced  a large  silver  coin,  patterned  on  the  gigliati 
of  Naples,  to  compete  with  the  Prager  Groschen.  These  two  developments 
thus  made  the  Hungarian  mines,  mint  and  coinage  the  real  rivals  of 
Kutn£  Hora  and  the  Bohemian  groschens. ^ 

The  Hungarian  challenge  was  quickly  accepted  by  John,  who  in  1325 
inaugurated  his  own  coinage  of  gold  in  Bohemia.  As  in  1300  Italian 
help  was  employed  and  a mint  was  opened  in  Prague,  exclusively  for 
the  production  of  gold  coins.  The  new  Bohemian  florins  were  styled 
directly  after  the  Florentine  florins,  even  as  far  as  having  John 
the  Baptist  instead  of  St.  Wenceslas  on  the  reverse;  the  obverse 


legend  was  changed  to  read  IOH'ES  R'BOEM-  There  were  three  emissions 
of  florins  under  John,  each  marked  by  a different  symbol  above  the 
right  hand  of  the  saint,  either  a lion,  a crown,  or  a helmet. 5 

Bohemia  and  Hungary  competed  in  each  others  markets  for  a brief 
period,  then  came  to  an  agreement  in  1327  which  enabled  them,  working 
together,  to  control  the  bullion  and  currency  markets  in  Central 
Europe.  At  the  same  time  they  were  able  to  cut  out  the  Austrian 
middleman,  who  had  always  taken  a share  of  bullion  on  its  way  to 
Italy.  However,  after  1338  the  agreement  was  abrogated  and  Albrecht 
II  of  Austria  (1330-1358)  soon  had  sufficient  gold  to  begin  his  own 
coinage  of  florins  in  competition  with  Bohemia  and  Hungary. 

On  the  domestic  scene  Bohemia  was  troubled  by  inflation.  The  declin- 
ing value  of  the  groschen  in  terms  of  the  florin  was  not  remedied  by 
the  native  gold  coinage;  in  fact  the  problem  was  aggravated  by  the 
introduction  of  bimetallism  and  the  necessary  attempts  to  maintain  a 
constant  gold-silver  ratio-  In  1300  it  took  only  twelve  groschen  to 
exchange  for  a florin,  but  this  figure  rose  early  in  John's  reign  to 
fifteen  or  sixteen  per  florin,  where  it  remained  until  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  bullion  agreement  with  Hungary. ° Then  in  1339  the  rate 
shot  up  to  twenty-two  groschen  per  florin.  Initially  gold  may  have 
been  undervalued,  but  later  when  it  was  regarded  as  overvalued,  the 
only  immediate  remedy  was  to  debase  the  silver  coinage.  This  was  only 
a temporary  solution,  however,  since  the  price  of  gold  soon  adjusted 
to  the  fall  in  silver  content  and  the  debasement  had  to  be  repeated 

4 - John  Porteous,  Coins  in  History  (London:  1969),  pp.  105,  HO, 

124-125. 

5 - Karel  Castelin,  "0  Ceskych  duk£tech  l4.  stoleti  (Bohemian  ducats 

of  the  l4th  century)",  Numismaticky  casopis,  vol.  19  (1950),  pp. 
55-73- 

6 - Most  of  the  statistical  information  can  be  found  in  two  tables  in 

Castelin,  5eska  drobna  mince,  pp.  28-29,  258. 
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time  and  again.  The  effects  of  such  actions  were  particularly  hard 
on  the  minor  coinage  and  the  people  dependent  on  it. 7 

While  the  reduction  of  silver  in  the  grcschen  was  not  too  significant 
(it  fell  from  *937  fine  in  1300  to  .800  in  1327),  that  in  the  parvus 
was  considerably  greater.  Early  in  John's  reign  the  fineness  of  the 
smaller  coins  fell  from  -544  to  -375>  and  was  soon  reduced  even 
further  to  . 300.  When  the  latter  reduction  took  place  the  weight 
was  also  reduced,  leaving  the  parvus  with  less  than  half  its  original 
silver  content.  By  1327  there  were  many  complaints  about  the  state 
of  the  minor  coinage,  and  it  was  suggested  that  the  king  had  been 
wrongly  influenced  in  such  matters  by  Italian  financeers.  Neverthe- 
less, nothing  was  done  to  improve  the  situation.  But  help  did  come 
quite  unexpectedly  from  another  quarter;  in  1342  the  new  king  of 
Hungary,  Louis  I (1342-1382),  released  huge  amounts  of  hoarded  gold, 
an  estimated  six  years  production,  to  further  Angevin  dynastic  am- 
bitions in  Naples.  This  sudden  flooding  of  the  market  sent  the  price 
of  gold  falling  and  the  groschen  to  florin  ratio  soon  reverted  to 
fifteen  to  one  or  less,  which  took  the  pressure  off  the  silver  coinage. 

During  the  middle  of  the  fourteenth  century,  the  Prager  Groschen, 
which  had  enjoyed  a wide  circulation  in  nearby  territories  since  its 
introduction,  began  to  be  imitated  in  several  areas.  In  Germany 
groschens  based  on  the  Bohemian  type  were  struck  in  Saxony  and  Hesse, 
and  in  Poland  Kazimir  I the  Great  (1333-1370)  included  the  minting 
of  a grosz  as  part  of  a reform  of  his  coinage.  The  Polish  grosz, 
struck  in  Krakow,  was  quite  like  the  Prager  Groschen;  the  only  major 
difference  was  the  substitution  of  the  Polish  eagle  for  the  Bohemian 
lion.  Even  the  legends  followed  those  of  its  prototype:  +KAZIMIRVS • 


PRIMVS,  +DEI  GRACIA' REX- P0L0NIA,  and  +GR0SSI- CRACOVIENSES . However, 
the  Polish  economy  was  not  able  to  support  such  a large  coin  and  it 
had  to  be  discontinued,  perhaps  to  the  relief  of  the  Bohemians.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  German  types  were  quite  successful,  and  some  of 
them  eventually  began  to  circulate  in  Bohemia  to  make  up  for  short- 
ages in  the  supply  of  silver  coins. 

When  King  John,  famous  as  John  the  Blind  of  Luxemburg,  was  killed  at 
the  battle  of  Crecy  in  1346,  he  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Charles  I 
(1346-1378),  who  was  also  elected  Charles  IV  of  the  German  Empire. 

For  the  first  few  years  of  his  reign  Charles  made  no  major  changes  in 
the  coinage,  other  than  to  increase  slightly  the  weight  of  the  parvus, 
to  which  his  name  was  added,  +KAR0LVS- PRIMVS.  Then  in  1350  he  set 

7 - R.  S.  Lopez,  "Back  to  Gold,  1252",  Economic  History  Review,  2nd 

series,  vol.  IX  (1956),  pp.  219-240,  see  especially  pp.  232-236; 
Gustav  Skalsky,  "M^nov^  politika  Karla  IV  (The  monetary  politics 
of  Charles  IV)",  Numismaticky  casopis,  vol.  19  (1950),  pp.  37-5^+* 

8 - Emler,  Fontes,  vol.  IV,  p.  284. 
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out  to  thoroughly  reform  the  coinage;  the  silver  in  the  Prager  Gros- 
chen  was  raised  to  .ykO  fine,  the  highest  it  had  ever  been,  and  the 
exchange  rate  remained  quite  steady  at  thirteen  to  the  florin  for 
most  of  the  reign.  The  parvus  was  also  improved  and  the  design 
changed,  a crown  replacing  the  lion  on  the  obverse. 


Charles  I struck  gold  florins  of 
the  old  style,  but  these  have  been 
attributed  to  his  Luxemburg  mint  and 
are  not  specifically  Bohemian 
coins.  After  the  reform  of  1350 
the  Prague  mint  began  to  produce 
florins  or  ducats  of  a new  and 
strictly  Bohemian  type.  From  1350 
to  1355  the  "royal  ducat"  was 
struck  by  Charles  as  King  of  the 
Romans.  On  the  obverse  was  a half 
figure  of  the  king  wearing  a royal 
crown  and  holding  the  orb  and 
scepter  of  office;  the  legend  was 
continued  from  the  obverse  to  the 
reverse,  +KAR0LVS- DEI -GRACIA,  then 
+R0MAN0RVM-ET-B0EMIE'REX  around 
the  usual  lion.  After  his  visit 
to  Italy  and  his  coronation  as 
German  (or  Holy  Roman)  Emperor  in 
135 5>  the  type  was  changed  to  show 
Charles  wearing  the  imperial  crown 
instead  of  the  royal  one.  Other- 
wise the  design  and  legends  of  the 
"imperial  ducat"  were  identical  to 
the  preceding  type.  The  gold  coins 
of  Bohemia  were  of  good  quality  and 
circulated,  often  together  with  the 
Hungarian  florins,  over  a wide  area. 
Bohemian,  German  and  Flemish  docu- 
ments frequently  refer  to  "florenos 
puri  auri  boemicalis  et  ungaricalis" 
and  "auri  Boemici  et  Ungaricalis" . 9 


In  the  second  half  of  Charles' 
reign  the  coinage  was  once  again 
facing  difficulties.  The  price  of 
gold  could  not  be  held  down  forever, 
and  by  1375  a ducat  or  florin  was 
worth  sixteen  or  seventeen  groschen. 
Most  of  the  activity  in  this  period 
centered  on  the  minor  coinage, 
which  was  always  in  demand,  but 
generally  in  short  supply.  Twelve 
good  parvi  were  more  expensive  to 
produce  than  one  groschen,  and 
various  attempts  were  made  to  lower 
the  expense  of  their  manufacture. 
About  1360  a new  design  was  adopted 
for  the  parvus;  it  was  anepigraphic, 
simply  featuring  the  Bohemian  lion 
on  one  side  and  the  crown  on  the 


9 - Quoted  in  Castelin,  "0  Ceskych  ducatech",  pp.  64,  70,  72. 
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other.  This  practice  of  omitting  the  legends  from  the  designs  of  the 
minor  coins  was  to  persist  for  over  a century,  and  since  most  sub- 
sequent coinages  were  thus  "anonymous",  attributions  are  difficult. 

Unfortunately  the  new  issue  of  parvi  did  not  adequately  increase  the 
amount  of  minor  coinage  in  circulation,  and  foreign  coins  continued 
to  enter  the  country  to  fill  the  demand  for  small  change.  One  of  the 
most  commonly  used  foreign  types  was  the  Handelsheller  or  Heller  which 
originated  in  SchwSbisch-Hall  and  was  imitated  elsewhere.  Influenced 
by  the  circulation  of  these  coins,  the  parvus  came  to  be  called  the 
Heller  or  Haler  (plural,  Haller  or  Hal4re) . At  the  same  time  the 
Austrian  Wiener  Pfennige  had  also  gained  wide  acceptance  in  Bohemia, 
and  many  relatively  large  debts  were  paid  solely  in  these  issues. 

The  Viennese  pfennigs  were  generally  valued  at  six  and  one -half  to 
the  groschen,  roughly  twice  as  much  as  the  parvi  or  hellers.  They  were 
used  frequently  enough  that  the  denomination  eventually  became  perman- 
ently integrated  into  the  Bohemian  monetary  system. ^ 

Charles'  last  issues  of  minor  coins  were  struck  as  bracteates  or 
hohlpfennigs,  like  those  of  the  nearby  German  territories.  These 
uniface  coins  were  quickly  and  economically  produced  and  were  intend- 
ed to  compete  with  the  German  coins  that  continued  to  circulate  in 
Bohemia.  The  designs  of  these  bracteate  hellers  included  the  lion, 
crown,  and  half  figure  St.  Wenceslas,  all  of  them  familiar  after  use 
on  previous  minor  coins.  One  of  the  final  acts  of  the  reign  in  1378 
was  another  attempt  at  reform.  The  alloy  of  both  groschens  and  parvi 
or  hellers  was  fixed  at  .893  fine,  and  twelve  of  the  latter  were 
still  to  make  up  one  of  the  former.  Perhaps  it  was  fortunate  that 
the  reform  was  not  carried  out,  since  such  high  quality  parvi  would 
have  been  too  expensive  to  manufacture  and  would  have  disappeared 
quickly  from  circulation. H 

Wenceslas  TV  ( 1378-1419)  inherited  his  father's  titles  and  his  prob- 
lems with  the  coinage.  In  1383  Wenceslas  declared  that,  because  the 
kingdom  was  suffering  from  a diverse  multitude  of  types  of  minor 
coinage,  a new  style  of  heller  was  to  be  struck,  "sub  signo  et 
caractere  capitis  coronati".12  They  were  to  circulate  at  the  tradi- 
tional rate  of  twelve  to  the  groschn,  and  were  to  be  the  only  type  of 
heller  in  circulation.  The  identification  of  the  actual  "crowned  head" 
hellers  of  1383  is  made  difficult  by  the  existence  of  three  separate 
issues  which  fit  the  description  in  the  royal  ordinance.  The  first, 

a bracteate  heller  with  a crowned,  facing 
bust,  probably  dates  to  the  latter  years 
of  the  previous  reign,  when  the  other 
bracteates  were  struck.  The  second  type, 
its  bust  filling  most  of  the  obverse,  bears 
only  the  anonymous  legend  REX  BOEMIE;  the 

10  - Karel  Castelin,  "Heller  und  Pfennig  in  B6"hmen  in  den  Jahren  1378- 

1471",  Per  Munzensammler,  Nr.  83,  Jahrgang  7>  pp.  7-37- 

11  - Emanuela  Nohejlov^-Pr&tova,  "Novy  pohled  na  ceske  raincovnictvi 

14.  stoleti  (A  new  view  of  Bohemian  coinage  of  the  l4th  century)", 

ffasopis  Ndrodniho  Musea,  vol.  125  (1956),  pp-  130-145; , 

"Nezn4m^  penfz  Sesk$  l4.  stoleti  (An  unknown  Bohemian  pfennig  of 
the  l4th  century)",  <5asopis  Narodnfeo  Musea,  vol.  127  (1958), 
pp.  67-74. y 

12  - Castelin,  Ceska  drobna  mince,  p.  113- 
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reverse  is  the  usual  lion-type,  without  any  legend,  such  as  the  issue 
of  ca.  I56O.  It  seems  likely  that  this  type  was  struck  prior  to  1383. 

The  third  type  is  the  only  one  that  can  be  assigned  unmistakenly  to 
Wenceslas  IV-  The  obverse  is  of  the  crown  variety,  with  the  legend 

+WENCEZLAVS • QUARTS ; the  crowned  head,  in 
profile  this  time,  is  on  the  reverse, 
along  with  the  legend  BOEMIE-REX- 

Nevertheless,  this  reform,  like  that  of 
1378,  was  destined  to  fail.  The  circul- 
ation of  pfennigs  had  become  firmly 
established  and  it  was  useless  to  limit 
the  minor  coinage  to  a single  denomin- 
ation, just  as  it  was  impossible  to  prevent  the  circulation  of  foreign 
coins  when  domestic  issues  grew  scarce.  Therefore,  in  1384  all 
previous  issues  of  minor  coins  were  abandoned  in  favor  of  two  new 
denominations  which  were  patterned  on  the  Wiener  Pfennig,  the  "majoris 
et  minoris  monetae  denarii  nigri  quadrate  figure". -*-3  The  larger  of 
the  two  coins  was  the  pfennig  or  peniz  (also  called  the  denarius  or 
nummus)  which  was  worth  one-seventh  of  a groschen,  nearly  the  same 
as  the  Austrian  pfennigs.  The  smaller  denomination  was  the  heller, 
but  it  was  now  valued  at  one -fourteenth  of  a groschen,  exactly  half 
the  value  of  the  peniz.  The  Bohemian  lion  was  used  as  the  design  on 
both  coins,  while  the  crown  appeared  only  on  the 
heller.  These  new  issues  closely  resembled  the 
Austrian  pfennigs  in  form;  they  were  uniface  and 
anepigraphic,  and  even  bore  the  typical  vierschlag,  ^ 
to  which  the  "quadrate  figure"  in  the  above  de- 
scription refers.  This  vierschlag  or  quadratum 
supercusum  was  the  square  or  tetragonal  flattening 
which  showed  around  the  central  design,  the  evi- 
dence of  an  irregularly  shaped  coin  having  been 
made  round  after  the  striking.  While  it  did  little 
for  the  general  appearance  of  the  coins,  this  process  did  lower  the 
costs  of  production  since  rounded  planchets  did  not  have  to  be  pre- 
pared. Despite  being  called  "denarii  nigri",  the  alloy  was  still 
fairly  good  for  minor  coins  at  about  .450  fine. 

Not  all  of  the  problems  of  Wenceslas  IV  were  with  the  minor  coinage. 

As  the  supply  of  gold  ran  out,  Bohemian  ducats  were  struck  in  smaller 
and  smaller  numbers;  their  manufacture  ended  altogether  about  1385. 

By  the  end  of  the  century  they  had  disappeared  almost  completely  from 

circulation,  and  foreign  accounts 
mentioned  only  "florenos  ungaricales". 
However,  Wenceslas  did  manage  to 
strike  three  types  of  ducats  in 
only  a few  years.  The  first  resem- 
bled the  "royal"  ducats  of  Charles 
I,  and  the  second  substitued  a half 
figure  of  St.  Wenceslas  for  that  of 
the  king.  The  legends  and  reverses 
of  both  types  were  identical.  On 
the  second  type  St.  Wenceslas  was 
depicted  holding  a standard  and  a 
shield;  the  letter  A to  his  left 
may  indicate  that  this  type  was 

13  - Ibid,  pp.  125-126. 

14  - Friedrich  Freiherr  von  Schr6’tter,  Worterbuch  der  Munzkunde 

(Berlin  und  Leipzig:  1930),  s.v. 
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actually  struck  at  Auerbach  in  the 
Bohemian  Palatinate.  The  third 
type  was  superbly  Gothic:  the 

letter  W,  inside  a hexafoil  border, 
and  the  legend  + • WENCESLAVSS • DEI • 
GRACIA- ROMANOR- REX-  made  up  the 
obverse,  and  +-SEMP-AVGTV  ET  BOEMIE- 
REX-  around  a wreath  enclosing  the 
Bohemian  lion  formed  the  reverse 
design;  all  of  the  legends  were 
executed  in  Gothic  letters. 

The  Prager  Groschen  had  its  troubles,  too.  Even  before  the  coinage 
of  gold  had  been  abandoned,  the  value  of  the  groschen  slipped  from 
sixteen  to  eighteen  to  the  ducat.  Wenceslas'  first  issue  had  been 
lower  in  fineness  (.822)  than  previous  standards  had  permitted,  and 
it  continued  to  decline.  By  1400  the  exchange  ratio  had  reached 
twenty  to  one,  while  the  fineness  had  fallen  below  .700,  and  the  weight 
had  also  been  reduced.  Inflation  was  not  the  only  enemy,  because  the 
production  of  the  silver  mines  at  Kutndi  Hora  was  in  continual  decline. 
By  the  end  of  the  reign  new  lows  had  been  reached  in  mine  output  and 
in  the  value  of  the  groschen. 

The  poor  quality  of  the  groschens  of  Wenceslas  17  (which  read  WENCES- 
LAVS  TERCIVS  on  the  coins  themselves,  since  during  his  short  reign 
Wenceslas  III  had  struck  none  in  his  own  name)  was  quite  obvious  and 
damaged  the  international  reputation  and  acceptability  of  the  coins. 
Since  it  would  have  been  impractical  for  those  cities  and  states 
which  were  dependent  on  the  Prager  Groschens  for  large  proportions  of 
their  currency  to  abandon  it  completely,  they  resorted  to  the  exped- 
ient of  counterstamping  acceptable  coins  with  an  easily  recognizable 
symbol  to  guarantee  their  value.  The  counterstamping  or  countermark- 
ing began  in  1391  and  continued  well  into  the  next  century;  presently 
over  one  hundred  countermarks  have  been  recorded. 15  It  is  obvious 
that  the  void  left  by  the  decline  in  the  Bohemian  coinage  remained 
unfilled,  and  that  the  shortage  of  hard  currency  grew  even  more  acute 
in  areas  dependent  on  Bohemian  groschen.  Thus  even  the  most  inferior 
Prager  Groschens  often  bear  one  or  more  countermarks,  indicating  that 
somewhere,  someone  was  willing  to  accept  them. 

After  the  death  of  Wenceslas  IV  in  14-19,  Bohemia  entered  an  era  of 
considerable  religious,  political  and  economic  strife,  the  period  of 
the  Hussite  Revolution.^  Wenceslas'  successor,  his  brother  Sigismund, 
was  quickly  forced  out  of  the  kingdom  and  was  never  able  to  match  the 
military  strength  of  the  various  groups  and  coalitions  of  Hussites. 

The  mines  of  Kutna  Hora,  despite  their  decreasing  production,  were  an 
obvious  prize,  but  Sigismund  held  the  city  for  only  a brief  period 
after  a conspiracy  by  German  miners  had  delivered  it  to  him  in  14-21. 

The  Pragers  had  Kutndi  Hora  until  1423,  then  it  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  Taborites.  The  coinage,  naturally,  was  disastrously  affected 
by  the  Hussite  Wars.  Various  documents  report  that  groschens  were 
struck  during  the  period,  but  if  this  is  so,  then  they  must  have 
been  indistinguishable  from  the  poor  later  issues  of  Wenceslas  IV- 
Penize  and  halere  were  struck,  but  were  of  the  same  type  as  the 

13  - Viktor  Katz,  Kontramarky  na  pra£kych  grouch  (Countermarks  on 
Prager  Groschen)  ( Praha : 1927 ) • 

16  - F.  G.  Heymann,  John  Zi£ka  and  the  Hussite  Revolution  (Princeton: 
1955)-  For  mints  and  coinage  see  pp.  26 A,  290-94,  331>  33$*  397* 
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"tetragonal"  issues  of  1584,  although  they  were  inferior  in  quality. 
Many  more  foreign  coins,  especially  Saxon  groschens,  circulated  in 
Bohemia  during  this  period  to  make  up  for  the  insufficient  domestic 
production. 

Early  in  1421  a mint  was  opened  in  Prague,  which  supposedly  struck 
all  three  silver  denominations.  Metal  for  the  coinage  came  from 
▲ chalices,  monstrances,  and  other  sacred  vessels  and  church  plate 
V that  had  been  confiscated  from  monasteries  and  from  churches  where 
services  had  been  discontinued.  The  coins  made  from  this  material 
at  the  Prague  mint  were  popularly  called  "kalisky"or  "chalices", 
which  was  also  one  of  the  symbols  of  the  Utraquists.  These  coins, 
even  though  they  were  no  different  than  the  usual  issues,  were  decried 
in  other  parts  of  the  country.  No  one  would  knowingly  accept  coins 
from  the  Prague  mint,  and  in  1422  the  problem  had  become  so  acute 
that  the  confiscation  of  property  was  threatened  if  people  continued 
to  refuse  them.  The  problem  was  supposedly  settled  in  October,  1425, 
when  the  Diet  of  St.  Gall  prohibited  the  coining  of  money  outside 
Kutna  Hora;  however,  after  this  mint  was  taken  by  the  Taborites,  the 
Prague  mint  may  have  remained  open  for  a short  time. 

Following  a compromise  settlement,  Sigismund  was  accepted  as  king  of 
Bohemia  in  1456.  He  died  the  following  year  and  was  succeeded  as 
king  and  emperor  by  Albrecht  of  Austria  (1458-1459)-  This  period  did 
offer  one  short-lived  experiment  with  the  coinage  when  a two-sided 
pfennig  was  again  struck.  These  coins  were  actually  a combination  of 
the  pfennig  and  the  heller,  using  together  the  dies  prepared  for  two 

separate  uniface  issues.  The 
obverse  featured  the  usual  lion, 
with  traces  of  the  vierschlag, 
while  the  reverse  design  was  the 
small  crown  as  used  on  the  heller, 
with  very  wide  borders. 

An  interregnum  followed  the  death 

of  Albrecht,  who  left  a posthumous  son  as  his  heir.  During  the  early 
years  of  this  period  the  previous  experiment  was  abandoned  and  the 
normal  issues  were  resumed.  In  1450  the  regents  ordered  a reform  which 
led  to  the  appearance  of  new  minor  coins.  Actually  the  same  designs 
and  the  same  uniface  format  were  employed,  but  the  vierschlag  dis- 
appeared since  the  planchets  were  now  made  round  before  striking. 

This  proved  to  be  a more  desirable  method,  even  though  it  was  more 
expensive,  because  the  coins  were  better  and  more  uniform.  At  the 
same  time  the  silver  content  was  also  improved. 

After  his  coronation  Ladislas  Pohrobek  (the  Posthumous,  l455-l45T) 
issued  a groschen  in  his  own  name,  the  first  change  since  the  reign 
of  Wenceslas  IV-  The  new  Prager  Groschens,  which  appeared  in  1454, 
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were  of  good  quality  and  workmanship,  but  were  struck  in  limited 
quantities.  Even  if  this  was  but  a token  issue,  it  had  been  made 
possible  by  improvements  in  mining  technology  which  put  new  life  into 
the  Kutna  Hora  mines. 

In  1458  George  (Jiri)  Podebrady  (l458-l47l)  was  elected  king,  the 
first  and  last  native  Bohemian  king  since  Wenceslas  III.  George 
faced  considerable  pressure  throughout  his  reign,  especially  from 
abroad,  since  he  had  been  branded  a heretic  and  excommunicated,  which 
made  him  fair  game  for  his  enemies.  Nevertheless,  he  managed  to 
weather  all  the  storms.  George  faced  a monetary  crisis  as  soon  as 
he  was  installed  on  the  throne;  the  already  mediocre  coinage  of  penize 
and  halei’e  was  being  completely  ruined  by  the  influx  of  extremely 
debased  pfennigs  from  Austria.  These  "black  pfennigs"  were  first 
issued  by  Friedrich  III  in  l457>  but  following  a great  public  outcry, 
they  were  suppressed  in  their  own  country  by  l460.  Unfortunately 
many  of  them  had  entered  Bohemia  in  exchange  for  better  coinage. 

They  were  popularly  called  SchinderlingebT  by  the  Austrians,  because 
they  were  so  thin  and  flaky  that  they  resembled  scales;  the  Bohemians 
also  referred  to  them  as  sinderlinky.  They  were  so  poor  that  often 
ten  or  twelve  of  them  were  given  for  an  old  pfennig.  According  to 
the  Salzburger  Chronik  in  14-59  "whoever  had  a Bohemian  groschen  or 
an  old  pfennig  could  buy  anything  that  was  needed,  thus  one  could 
have  a good  meal  or  a pair  of  shoes  for  a Bohemian  groschen",  which 
indicates  that  the  Prager  Groschen  was  still  held  in  some  regard. l8 

George  moved  in  1460  to  eliminate  the  sinderlinky  by  ordering  that 
all  minor  coins  be  restruck  and  by  forbidding  the  circulation  of 
foreign  coins;  however,  these  efforts  were  ineffective  and  the  coinage 
continued  to  deteriorate.  In  14-59  a ducat  was  worth  twenty-nine  or 
thirty  groschens;  this  rose  as  high  as  forty-eight  in  14-6,3  and  1464, 
then  fell  to  forty  by  1469-  George's  subjects  clamored  for  reform, 
and  in  1465  a group  of  opposition  barons  appeared  before  the  Diet  to 
demand  that  the  coinage  be  improved  so  that  it  would  no  longer  damage 
the  country.  -*-9  Their  claim  that  the  price  of  gold  had  doubled  was 
nearly  correct,  and  they  drew  considerable  support.  The  king  answered, 
however,  that  his  coinage  was  no  worse  than  when  he  became  king  and 
that  it  compared  favorably  with  that  of  neighboring  countries.  In 
general  he  avoided  the  issue. 

The  barons,  who  had  formed  the  Catholic  League  of  Zelena  Hora,  ans- 
wered by  striking  their  own  coins  at  Pilsen.  Other  unofficial  coinages 
within  the  borders  of  the  kingdom,  plus  growing  political  difficulties, 
prompted  George  to  inaugurate  a truly  effective  monetary  reform.  This 
reform  became  the  outstanding  accomplishment  of  the  Prague  Diet  of 
June,  1469,  and  soon  helped  to  stabilize  domestic  conditions.  All  of 
the  old  minor  coins  were  devalued  to  fourteen  to  the  groschen,  the 
same  as  the  heller,  and  were  replaced  by  new  issues  (see  plate  at 
top  of  following  page) . This  automatically  devalued  the  coins  struck 
by  the  League,  as  well  as  those  issued  by  John  of  Eosenberg  and  Mathias 
Corvinus  of  Hungary,  none  of  which  had  been  popular  anyway,  and  they 
were  refused  circulation  by  the  public.  The  Prager  Groschen  was 
restored  to  the  condition  it  had  reached  at  the  end  of  the  reign  of 

17  - Schrotter,  Wurterbuch,  s.v. 

18  - Quoted  in  Castelin,  £eska  drobn4  mince,  pp.  225-227-  See  also 

Wiener  Numismatische" Zeitschrift  (1U»0),  pp.  245-249- 

19  - F.  G.  Heymann,  George  of  Bohemia,  King  of  Heretics  (Princeton: 

1965),  PP-  397-401,  53^-539- 


42 


Round  peniz  and  haler  ca.  1469  and  die  im- 
pressions of  each  type  on  the  same  trial  plate. 

Wenceslas  XV:  it  now  weighed  2.7  grams,  had  a fineness  of  .625,  and 

was  worth  one  twenty-fourth  of  a ducat.  This  obviously,  was  not  up 
to  the  standard  of  the  fourteenth  century  groschens,  but  the  improve- 
ment was  significant  and  extended  the  life  of  the  denomination  for 
almost  eighty  years.  There  was  now  an  adequate  supply  of  good  quality 
native  coinage  in  Bohemia,  and  foreign  coins  were  once  again  refused 
circulation,  with  the  exception  of  the  Saxon  groschens,  which  were 
allowed  to  pass  at  two  to  the  Prager  Groschen. 

The  reform  of  1469  had  once  again  placed  the  Bohemian  coinage  on  a 
strong,  secure  footing,  which  helped  to  guarantee  domestic  stability 
for  the  remainder  of  the  reign.  When  George  Podebrady  died  in  1471, 
the  reformed  coinage  was  continued  by  his  elected  successor,  Wladis- 
laus  Jagellon.  The  new  king  was  the  son  of  Kasimir  III  of  Poland 
and  Elizabeth,  the  daughter  of  the  former  Bohemian  ruler  Albrecht  of 
Austria;  he  was  also  the  cousin  of  Ladislas  Pohrobek,  and  thus  became 
Wladislaus  II  of  Bohemia. 


Gold  coins  were  once  again  minted  in  Prague  under  Wladislaus;  this 
was  probably  aided  by  the  access  to  Hungarian  bullion  after  his  suc- 
cession to  the  throne  of  that  country  in  1490.  The  new  ducats  bore 
some  similarity  to  the  issues  of  a century  before,  featuring  the  Bo- 
hemian lion  on  the  obverse,  and  St.  Wenceslas  on  the  reverse.  However 


WENCESLAVS  DX  (for  "Dux  Boemie" 


the  lion  was  placed  on  a crowned 
shield,  with  the  central  design  of 
the  crown  formed  by  the  initial  W; 
the  legend  read  WLADISLAI-D:GR- BOEMIE. 
On  one  variety  the  letters  R B,  for 
"Rex  Boemie",  are  found  at  the  sides 
of  the  shield.  On  the  reverse  was 
a full  length,  armored  figure  of 
St.  Wenceslas  holding  a standard 
and  shield,  plus  the  legend  S 


Kutn£  Hora  continued  to  be  the  only  mint  to  strike  silver  coinage, 
which  was  initially  continued  with  little  change  from  the  standard 
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fixed  in  1469*  The  king's  name  on  the  Prager  Groschens  was,  however, 
changed  to  WIADISLAVS  SECVNDVS.  From  the  mint  records  it  is  known 
that  the  silver  content  of  these  coins  was  reduced  several  times : 
until  1482  the  groschens  were  struck  on  .563  fine  silver,  which  was 
slightly  lower  than  George's  standard;  from  1483  to  1485  this  was 
reduced  to  -500,  and  after  1485  the  silver  was  only  .438  fine. 20 
Nevertheless,  the  popularity  of  the  Prager  Groschen  was  not  adversely 
affected,  and  they  were  struck  in  enormous  numbers.  Twenty-six  var- 
ieties, which  differ  mainly  in  details  in  the  lettering,  punctuation, 
or  minor  parts  of  the  design,  have  been  identified  and  arranged 
according  to  their  sequence  of  issue. 21 

Wladislaus  made  no  changes  in  the  minor  coinage  until  March,  1482, 
when  a new  haler  or  schwarzpfennig  (black  pfennig)  was  introduced. 

The  new  coins  were  simple  in  design  and  uniface  as  before,  but  they 
were  no  longer  "anonymous",  since  they  featured  a larged  crowned  W. 


Several  varieties  are  known,  with  both  the  crowns  and  the  W's  differ- 
ing in  style.  While  their  fineness  was  only  . l88,  the  coins  were 
heavier  and  more  durable  than  previous  issues  of  halere. 


Enlarged 

(Actual  size  - 13-l4mm) 
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One  year  later  a new  type  of  peniz  or 
weisspfennig  (white  pfennig)  appeared. 
These  coins  were  issued  at  the  same  weight 
as  the  hellers,  but  at  -375  fine  they  had 
twice  the  silver  content,  hence  the  dis- 
tinction between  "white"  and  "black" 
pfennigs.  At  first  the  penize  had  designs 
on  both  sides,  but  eventually  only  uniface 
coins  were  struck,  since  this  form  was 
easier  and  cheaper  to  produce.  The  ob- 
verse type  remained  fixed,  with  a lion  and 
the  legend  WLADISLAVS  SECVNDVS  (RB)  ap- 
pearing on  both  uniface  and  two-sided 
issues.  The  reverses  included  ( l)  a crown- 
ed W,  similar  to  that  on  the  hellers, 

(2)  a large  crown  with  an  annulet  above 


20  - Jaroslav  Posvar,  Die  Wahrung  in  der  Landem  der  Bohmischen  Krone 

(Graz:  1970),  p-  60. 

21  - Jarmila  H^skova,  "Studie  o jagellonskych  grosich  z let  1471-1526 

(Studies  on  the  Jagellonian  groschens  of  the  years  1471-1526"), 
Sbornfk  Narodniho  Muzea  v Praze,  vol.  XXII  (1968),  no.  3>  PP* 
121-176. 


and  two  stars  below,  and  (3)  a W within  a border,  and  the  legend 
• DEI • GRATIA • REX' BOEMIE . 

The  first  two  reverses  have  been  found  on  piedfort  specimens,  which 
were  probably  patterns.  Another  type,  also  a pattern,  has  a lion 
dividing  the  letters  W and  S (for  Wladislaus  Secundus)  on  the  obverse, 

plus  a crown,  similar  to  the  second 
type  above,  on  the  reverse.  An 
impression  of  the  obverse  die  is 
known  on  a trial  plate. 

The  record  books  of  the  Kutna  Hora 
mint  indicate  that  many  trial  and 
presentation  pieces  were  struck 
there,  including  the  types  mentioned  above.  Generally  they  were 
Prager  Groschen  struck  on  very  thick,  heavy  planchets,  which  were 
given  to  visiting  dignitaries  or  carried  abroad  for  presentation  at 
foreign  courts. 22  one  of  the  most  unusual  pieces  is  the  Prager 
Groschen  struck  in  the  names  of  both  Wladislaus  and  his  infant  son 


Ludvik  (Louis).  This  piece  is  of  regular  style,  but  with  the  obverse 
legends  +WLADISLAVS : ET : LVDOVICVS  and  : REGES : BOHEMIE . It  was  probably 
issued  to  commemorate  the  coronation  of  Louis  as  King  of  Bohemia  in 
1509,  which  Wladislaus  wished  to  have  done  during  his  own  lifetime. 

It  was  probably  not  struck  for  general  circulation,  and  the  obverse 
is  found  muled  with  the  reverse  of  a silver  medal  of  St.  Wenceslas. 
There  is  also  a medal  commemorating  the  coronation  which  shows  a fine 


bust  of  Wenceslaus  II  and  a figure  of  Louis  wearing  his  new  crown; 
it  is  dated  1508,  the  year  Louis  was  crowned  in  Hungary. 

Louis  I Jagellon  succeeded  his  father  on  the  thrones  of  Bohemia  and 
Hungary  in  1516,  before  he  was  ten  years  of  age;  his  majority  was 
declared  in  1522.  Unfortunately  Louis  did  not  enjoy  the  lengthy 
reign  his  youth  might  have  promised;  in  1526  he  was  killed  while 
fighting  against  the  Turks  at  Mohacs.  Since  there  were  no  male  heirs, 

22  - PoSvar,  Die  Wahrung,  p.  6l. 
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the  Jagellonian  possessions  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Habsburgs. 

Louis'  official  coinage  was  not  very  remarkable,  for  all  he  did  was 
to  continue  the  standard  denominations  and  types.  Nevertheless,  there 
were  some  innovations  in  the  gold  coinage.  For  the  first  time  dates 
appeared  on  Bohemian  coins,  and  ducats  of  1518  and  1521  are  known; 
however,  most  of  the  coins  remained  undated.  In  addition,  the  mint- 
masters  were  authorized  to  place  their  coats  of  arms  on  the  gold 
coinage,  where  they  are  found  on  the  reverse,  between  the  feet  of  St. 
Wenceslas.  One  issue,  possibly  the  first,  which  is  dated  1518,  has 
a crowned  W over  the  lion  and  shield  instead  of  the  usual  crowned  L, 


which  was  perhaps  a die  engraver's  error. 

The  name  LVDOVTCVS  PRIMVS  was  placed  on  the  Prager  Groschen,  as  it 
was  on  some  of  the  ducats,  where  the  king's  regnal  number  did  not 
ordinarily  appear.  Four  varieties  of  groschen  were  issued  during  the 
reign,  one  of  them  with  a ducal  instead  of  a royal  crown;  the  ducal 


crown  was  the  type  worn  by  St.  Wenceslas.  The  penize  and  hal^re  also 
followed  the  previous  types ; they  are  generally  uniface,  the  former 
with  *LVDOVICVS*PRIMVS  around  the  Bohemian  lion,  and  the  latter  with 


a crowned  L dividing  R P,  for  "Ludovicus  Primus  Rex",  of  which  there 
are  many  varieties.  A few  of  the  penize  have  a crown  type  reverse, 
while  some  of  the  hellers  are  known  with  a lion  enclosed  within  a 
border. 

k6 


The  most  important  and  far-reaching  events  of  the  reign  took  place 
at  the  only  private  mint  in  Bohemia.  The  Counts  of  Slik  (Schlick), 
who  had  received  the  privilege  of  operating  a mint  from  Sigismund  in 
1437,  but  had  never  exercised  it,  decided  to  do  so  during  this  period. 
The  Slik  silver  mines  at  J&chymov  or  Joachimstal,  on  the  Bohemian 
slopes  of  the  Erzgebirge,  were  at  this  time  the  most  productive  in 
Europe.  Influenced  by  the  coining^activities  of  the  mine-owning  Saxon 

♦princes  across  the  mountains,  the  Sliks,  Count  Stefan  and  his  brothers, 
began  to  strike  large  silver  coins  in  1519*  The  mint  was  situated 
near  the  mines  at  J&chymov,  which  in  its  German  form  gave  the  coins 
their  name,  the  Joachimsthaler  Guldengroschen. 23  Later  this  name  was 
shortened  to  Thaler,  and  because  they  were  well-known  and  plentiful, 
the  Thalers  gave  their  name  to  the  whole  group  of  similar  coins,  even 
those  that  had  preceeded  them.  Thus  it  is  from  J^chymov  or  Joachims- 
thal  in  Bohemia  that  we  have  our  word  dollar  and  its  equivalents  in 

other  languages. 24 

In  addition  to  the  Thalers  and  their  fractions,  which  bore  the  Silk's 
name  and  a standing  figure  of  St.  Joachim  on  one  side,  and  that  of 


Louis  I and  the  Bohemian  lion  on  the  other,  Prager  Groschens  were  also 
struck  at  the  J&chymov  mint.  These  coins,  introduced  in  1520,  were 


23  - The  first  Guldengroschen,  which  had  the  same  value  as  a gold 

gulden  or  ducat,  was  introduced  by  Sigismund  of  Tirol  in  i486  and 
was  soon  imitated  wherever  silver  was  in  plentiful  supply.  Wladis- 
laus  II  struck  a Guldengroschen  in  Hungary  in  1499;  but  it  was  up 
to  the  Sliks  to  being  coining  the  denomination  in  Bohemia. 

24  - Porteous,  Coins  in  History,  pp.  155-156;  A.  Jager,  "Die  Munz- 

pragungen  der  Grafen  Schlick",  Berliner  Numismatiche  Zeitschrift, 
Band  II  (1953-58);  PP-  96-106,  126-133;  Eduard  Fiala,  "Das  Munz- 
wesen  der  Grafen  Schlick",  Weiner  Numismatische  Zeitschrift, 

Band  XXII  (1890),  pp.  154-264,  XXIII  (1891),  pp.  129-288. 
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exactly  like  those  from  the  royal  mint,  with  the  exception  that  they 
bore  the  Slik  arms  as  a means  of  identification.  The  arms  are  found 
on  a small  shield  separating  GROSSI  PRAGENSES  in  the  reverse  legend. 

The  same  battle  which  cost  King  Louis  his  life  also  took  that  of 
Stefan  Slik,  which  ultimately  resulted  in  the  loss  of  the  family 
mint.  Soon  after  he  had  suceeded  to  the  Bohemian  throne,  Ferdinand 
of  Habsburg  took  over  the  Jdchymov  mint  and  continued  to  operate  it 
along  with  the  other  royal  establishments.  Eventually  Ferdinand 
authorized  the  coinage  of  Thalers  and  their  fractions  at  Kutn4  Hora.25 
Finally  in  1547  the  Prager  Groschen,  after  a career  of  nearly  two  and 
one-half  centuries,  was  struck  for  the  last  time,  thus  bringing  to 
an  end  the  medieval  coinage  of  Bohemia. 26 


25  - Eduard  Fiala,  Beschreibung  der  Sammlung  Bohmischer  Munzen  und 

Medaillen  des  Max  Donebauer,  2 vols.  ( Prag : 1889-1890),  band 

I,  P-  99- 

26  - Other  works  consulted  include:  William  Craig,  Germanic  Coinages 

(N.p.i  1954)  J Arthur  Engle  and  Raymond  Serrure,  Traits  de 
numismatique  du  moyen  uge,  vol.  III.,  Depuis  1' apparition  du 
gros  d 'argent  jusqu'si  la  creation  du  thaler  (Paris:  1901) ; 

Emanuela  Nohe jlovd-Prdtova,  "Numismatick6  pamaty  doby  husitsk£ 
(Numismatic  relics  of  the  Hussite  period)",  Sasopis  N&rodniho, 
Musea,  vol.  120  (l95l).>  PP-  14-35;  Josef  Smolik,  "Pra£e  GroSe  a 
je jich  dily,  1300-1547  (Prager  Groschen  and  their  era)",  Ceska 
Akademie  Cisafe  Frantiska  Josefa  (1894),  pp.  I-96. 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT  (Continued  from  page  30) : 

John  E.  Vandigriff--"Coins,  Medals,  and  Seals  of  the  Shahs  of 

Iran,  1500-1941",  by  H.  L.  Rabino  di  Borgomale  (NI  Reprint) 

Now  that  the  1974  edition  of  the  NI  Library  List  is  in  print,  all 
NI  members  are  urged  to  use  their  library  more.  Understandably,  in 
the  past  there  has  been  little  use  of  the  library  as  most  members 
did  not  have  any  idea  of  its  extent  of  coverage.  Through  donations 
from  the  membership  and  other  interested  parties,  we  now  have  an 
excellent  reference  library  in  formation  and  it  is  here  for  your 
use.  I shall  look  forward  to  more  participation  by  the  membership 
during  1974. 


BOOK  REVIEWS  (Continued  from  page  31 ) : 

and  literature  used  in  compiling  data  appears  at  the  end  of  the  book. 
Hermann  Krause  skillfully  translated  the  entire  manuscript  into 
English. 

Collectors  will  find  the  price  of  this  catalog  to  be  somewhat  higher 
than  they  are  accustomed  to  paying  for  works  of  comparable  size. 

But  the  price  does  not  seem  prohibitive  considering  the  usefulness 
of  the  catalog  and  the  fact  that  one  could  spend  more  than  this  amount 
on  one-country  catalogs  and  still  not  have  as  much  information  as  is 
found  in  PAPERMONEY  Catalog  of  the  Americas. 


Reviewed  by  Dwight  L.  Musser 


PHILIP  THE  ARAB 


by  William  B.  Warden,  Jr. 


Figure  1,  Philip  I,  AE  sestertius,  obv. 
bust  of  emperor  to  right  ( IMP  M IVL 
PHILIPPVS  AVG),  and  on  rev.  Annona  stand- 
ing (ANNONA  AVGG  S C).  Cohen  26  and  R.I-C. 
l68a.  Ex-Duke  of  Argyle  Collection. 


PHILIP  I (Fig.  l),  bom  Marcus  Julius  Philippus  in  204  A.D.,  Roman 
emperor  244-49  A.D.,  came  of  a distinguished  equestrian  family  of 
Arab  descent  (hence  his  appellation  as  "the  Arab"). 


Figure  2,  Shapur  I,  AR  drachm,  obv.  bust 
of  King  to  right,  and  rev.  fire  altar  with 
attendants  to  right  and  left.  Gflbl  type 
i/l,  plate  2,  coin  no.  25-  Ex-E.T.  Newell 
Collection. 

He  served  as  an  officer  in  the  Roman  army  in  the  campaign  of  the 
emperor  Gordian  III  against  Shapur  I (Fig.  2),  Sasanid  king  of  Iran 
(Foe  of  the  emperor's  Gordian,  Philip  and  Valerian,  whose  greatest 
triumph  is  the  defeat  at  Edessa  in  260  A.D.  of  Valerian,  who  was 
taken  in  captivity  with  most  of  his  70,000  man  army.  The  most  dis- 
astrous defeat  in  Roman  history  and  a landmark  in  the  decline  of  the 
Empire.).  During  this  campaign,  Timisitheus,  father-in-law  of  Gor- 
dian and  prefect  of  the  Praetorian  Guard  died,  and  Philip  was  appoint- 
ed prefect  in  his  place.  The  campaign  was  successful  as  in  243  A.D. 
Gordian  was  able  to  drive  the  Sasanians  out  of  Mesopotania.  However, 
the  army  at  the  instigation  of  Philip  mutinied  and  assassinated 
Gordian. 


Figure  3;  Philip  II,  AE  sestertius,  obv. 
bust  of  Philip  as  Caesar  to  right  (M  IVL 
PHILIPPVS  CAES),  and  on  rev.  Philip 
standing  to  left  holding  globe  and  spear 
(PRINCIPI  I WENT  SC).  Cohen  49  and 
R.I.C.  256a. 


The  army  proclaimed  Philip  as  their  new  emperor,  and  his  elevation  was 
confirmed  by  the  Senate,  who  also  gave  his  seven  year  old  son  Philip 
II  the  title  of  Caesar  (Fig.  3),  and  later  in  247  A.D.  the  rank  of 
Augustus.  Philip  then  concluded  a rather  unsatisfactory  peace  with 
the  Sasanians,  ceeding  Mesopotamia  and  Armenia  to  them.  He  then 
founded  the  city  of  Philippolis,  and  returned  to  Rome. 


Shortly  after  he  undertook  a series  of  campaigns  against  the  Goths 
and  other  tribes  on  the  Danube,  returning  to  Rome  in  248  A.D.  to 
celebrate  the  1,000th  anniversary  of  the  foundation  of  the  city.  In 
249  A.D.  he  faced  a series  of  revolts  by  provincial  army  commanders, 
the  last  of  whom,  Decius,  after  winning  a decisive  battle  near  Verona, 
killed  Philip  and  his  son,  and  thus  succeeded  him  as  emperor  (Trajan 
Decius,  249-51  A. D-). 


Bruce  Smith's  "WHAT'S  IN  A NAME?" 
Oriental  Special  

RIN:  Japanese  pronunciation  of  Chinese  word  "Li". 

CASH:  Western  term  for  "Li"  and  sometimes  "Ch'ien". 

MON : Japanese  from  Chinese  "wen". 

MUN : Korean  from  Chinese  "wen". 

FUN:  Korean  from  Chinese  "Fen". 

CANDAREEN : Western  term  for  Chinese  "Fen". 

SEN : Japanese  from  Chinese  "Ch'ien". 

CHON : Korean  from  Chinese  "Ch'ien". 

SALU 'NG:  Siamese  from  Chinese  "Ch'ien". 

MACE:  Western  term  for  Chinese  "Ch'ien". 
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YEN : Japanese  from  Chinese  "Yuan". 

WARN,  WON  and  WHAN:  Korean  from  Chinese  "Huan",  another  word  for 

"Yuan". 

YANG  and  NIANG:  Korean  from  Chinese  "Liang”. 

TAMLU 'NG:  Siamese  from  Chinese  "Liang". 

TAEL:  Western  term  for  Chinese  "Liang". 

Note:  Tael,  Mace,  Candareen  and  Cash  are  all  derived  from  Portuguese 

words,  not  Chinese.  The  Portuguese  were  the  first  to  arrive  in  the 
Far  East  and  the  other  westerners  who  followed  learned  about  China 
at  first  from  the  Portuguese.  But  for  some  unknown  reason,  westerners 
have  persisted  in  calling  a "fen"  a "candareen"  and  a "ch'ien"  a 
"mace".  A Tael  coin  is  not  a "tael"  but  a "Liang".  And  a cash  coin 
is  not  a "cash"  coin.  The  Chinese  word  is  "Ch'ien"  --  the  same  word 
that  the  westerners  call  "mace".  Actually,  all  these  terms  are 
weights;  but  because  the  cash  coin  once  weighed  1 ch'ien,  it  came  to 
be  called  by  that  name. 


CHINESE  TIDBIT 


by  Bruce  Smith 


Chinese,  unlike  western  languages  never  developed  into  a phonetic 
alphabetic  language.  The  written  language  remains  little  more  than 
sophisticated  hieroglyphics  — pictures  reduced  to  a few  lines.  In 
ancient  China,  the  cowrie  shell  was  the  standard  form  of  money.  The 
word  for  cowrie  is  "pei"  which  when  written  looks  like  this 


which  represents  the  shell  with  the  animal  inside  and  its 


antennae  sticking  out.  This  word  "pei"  became  the  root  for  many 
other  words  and  today  nearly  every  Chinese  character  that  has  anything 
to  do  with  money,  wealth,  business,  trade,  or  coins  has  this  word 
"pei"  in  it  somewhere.  For  example: 


Yuan  (Dollar)  and 


Pao  (coin). 


EDITOR'S  COMMENT:  I am  in  urgent  need  of  short  filler  type  articles, 

similar  to  those  above.  There  is  a never  ending  need  for  these  short 
page  fillers  and  anything  the  membership  cares  to  send  will  be 
sincerely  appreciated. 

Also,  although  I presently  have  a fairly  good  backlog  of  articles  on 
hand  for  preparation,  at  28  or  32  pages  per  month  in  the  NI  Bulletin, 
it  sure  doesn't  take  long  to  use  up  the  supply. 

Articles  on  all  numismatic  subjects  are  needed  in  order  to  keep  the 
necessary  balance  of  subjects  which  I am  striving  to  achieve.  In  the 
past  the  Bulletin  has  been  on  the  heavy  side  of  Oriental  subjects  and 
I am  not  regretting  this  as  it  is  an  area  that  needs  a lot  of  research, 
however,  we  must  have  a good  balance  of  other  subjects  for  the  non- 
Oriental  members  in  the  organization  who  have  other  interests. 
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THE 

GLOCKENTALERS 
OF  BRUNSWICK- 

lUneburg 

(SUPPLEMENTARY 

REMARKS) 

by  Walther  Hilke,  Essen,  West  Germany 

(Translated  from  the  German  text  by  Matthew  J.  van  der  Voort, 
Amsterdam,  The  Netherlands) 

In  order  to  answer  the  questions  brought  up  by  some  of  the  readers  of 
the  NI  Bulletin,  I would  like  to  make  some  additional  remarks  regard- 
ing my  article  on  the  Glockentalers  of  Brunswick-Luneburg.  (See  Sep- 
tember, 1973  of  the  NI  Bulletin,  Vol.  7>  No.  9;  PP*  226-230.) 


As  stated,  these  talers  were  struck  on  the  occasion  of  the  recapture 
of  Wolfenbuttel  by  the  Duke  August  the  Junior. 

These  talers  do  not  exist  only  in  taler  size,  but  also  in  larger  and 
smaller  pieces.  Known  are  double-talers,  half -talers  and  quarter- 
talers.  Also  a few  struck  in  gold. 

You  will  find  in  the  chart  on  the  following  page  a list  of  the  separate 
denominations.  It  is  exactly  compiled  as  the  list  in  the  September 
1973  article. 

A further  explanation  of  the  Coat  of  Arms  on  Variety  B is  necessary. 

It  happens  to  be  the  11-fielded  helmeted  Coat  of  Arms  of  the  Duchy  of 
Brunswick,  Junior  Line  to  Wolfenbuttel. 

The  several  arms  are  set  in  order  in  a semi-circular  shield.  Atop 
the  shield  are  5 helmets.  At  once  it  will  be  perceived  that  each 
helmet  is  adorned  with  a different  ornament.  These  ornaments,  exactly 
as  the  several  fields  in  the  Coat  of  Arms,  indicate  which  territories 
the  noble  family  that  carried  the  Arms  possesses  or  claims. 
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HEMETS : A 

B 
C 

D 

E 


Peacockfeathers : Eberstein 

Two  hacked  off  bear  paws : Hova 

So-called  "Brunswick  Helmetattire  wich  Horse  of 
Saxony" : Brunswick 

Six  pennants  between  two  horns:  Bruchhausen 

Two  horns  between  two  antlers:  Blankenburg  and 

Reinstein 


FIELDS: 


1 

2 

3 

h 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 


Blue  lion  on  golden  field,  surrounded  by  red 
hearts : LOneburg 

Two  golden  leopards  on  red  field:  Brunswick 

Silver  lion  on  blue  field:  Eberstein 

Golden  lion  on  red  field;  surrounded  with  silver 
and  red  rectangles:  Homburg 

Red  lion  on  golden  field:  Ober  Diepholz 

Golden  lion  on  red  field:  Lutterberg 

Black  bearpaws  on  golden  field,  silver/ red 
horizonatal  bars,  blue/silver  parting: 

Hoya  with  Neu  and  Alt  Bruchhausen 

Silver  eagle  on  blue  field:  Unter  Diepholz 

Silver/ red  chess  and  go Id/ red  horizontal  bars: 
Hohenstein  with  Schwarzenfeld 


10  - Black  stag  on  silver  field:  Klettenberg 

11  - Two  antlers,  left  red  on  silver,  right  black  on 

silver:  Blankenberg  and  Reinstein 


Literature : 

Rentzmann:  Numismatisches  Wappenlexicon,  Berlin  1896 

Fiala:  Muenzen  und  Medaillen  der  Welfischen  Lande,  Prague  1904-19 

Knigge:  Muenzen  und  Medaillenkabinett,  Hannover  1901 

Knyphausen:  Muenzen  und  Medaillenkabinett,  Hannover  1872-77 
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Archduke  Ferdinand  Charles  in  Tyrol  (1632-1662)  Double  Taler 


FEBRUARY  1974 

SILVER,  GOLD  AND  LAST  MONTH'S  DISASTERS 

In  the  last  days  of  January,  gold  was  trading  above  $130  an  ounce, 
silver  above  $ 4 an  ounce.  For  the  February  list  we  have  accumu- 
lated some  quantities  of  silver  crowns,  particularly  of  high  grade 
Mexican  coins.  We  are  also  relisting  a few  of  the  silver  crowns 
previously  offered  which  had  extremely  attractive  or  unusual 
designs,  such  as  the  Malta  1 and  2 Pound  coins  of  1972.  The  2 
Pound  with  the  fortress  dominating  the  design  is  one  of  the  most 
interesting  recent  issues.  Another  outstanding  crown  is  the 
Panama  5 Balboa  1972  FAO  commemorative,  one  of  the  nicest  Latin 
American  crowns  of  the  past  several  years.  All  three  of  these 
this  month  are  already  in  stock  except  the  Peru  commemorative 
for  the  Japan  trade;  we  fully  expect  it  to  be  in  long  before 
this  issue  goes  into  the  mail. 

For  March  we  will  be  trying  to  get  a new  supply  of  the  very  beau- 
tiful Portugese  Lus i adas  commemorative.  Among  new  issues  we  hope 
to  have  the  Nicaragua  Cordoba  in  proof  and  the  just  released 
Philippine  commemorative. 

I also  want  to  be  able  to  list  some  gold  coins  occasionally. 

But  in  the  present  market  situation,  with  prices  moving  so 
rapidly,  it  seems  unlikely  that  we  can  do  so. 

Several  things  went  wrong  last  month.  For  one  thing,  the  sit- 
uation regarding  the  Canadian  Olympic  coins  is  both  confused  and 
confusing.  We  have  received  and  shipped  out  the  regular  uncir- 
culated specimens;  but  as  of  this  date,  February  4,  we  have  no 
positive  idea  of  when  to  expect  our  order  for  the  special 
select  coins  to  be  filled.  . 

The  list  of  books  also  created  some  difficulty.  Material  for 
the  "Notes"  had  to  be  cut,  and  several  book  listings  were  edited 
out,  including  one  I had  referred  to  by  title  on  this  page. 

The  complete  list  of  new  books  is  given  in  this  issue. 

The  list  of  singles  will  be  skipped  this  month  so  that  we  can 
be  sure  to  get  everything  else  in.  Next  month  the  "Notes"  will 
be  eight  pages  long  and  there  will  be  room  for  everything.  Re- 
sults of  the  mail  bid  sale  will  be  announced  then;  work  on  final- 
izing the  sale  began  just  hours  after  the  closing  and  results 
are  good.  The  sale  was  a lot  of  fun,  and  I'm  ready  for  another 
one  at  any  time. 


COINS  OFFERED  FO 
QUANTITY 
SILVER  CROWNS 

AUSTRIA 

Y133  SO  Schilling  1973  PR  5.50 
HUNGARY 


Y4inr 

MALTA 

Pengo  1938  AU 

8.25 

YW~ 

1 Pound  1972  BU 

5.25 

Y10 

2 

Pounds  1972  BU 

9 . 75 

MEXICO 

7W 

1 

Peso  1918  VF 

8.75 

Y 46 

Same  1919  VF 

8.00 

Y51 

2 

Pesos  1921  VF 

19.95 

Y50 

1 

Peso  Mostly  1944  BU 

1.65 

Y53 

1 

Peso  1948  Unc 

1.00 

YS4 

5 

Pesos  1948  BU 

4.25 

Y65 

1 

Peso  1950  Unc 

1.10 

Y6  7 

5 

Pesos  Mxd  Dts  BU 

3.25 

Y6  8 

5 

Pesos  1953  BU 

4.10 

Y73 

5 

Pesos  1957  BU 

2 . 75 

Y 7 4 

10 

Pesos  1955-56  BU 

4.25 

Y75 

1 

Peso  1957  AU 

Y76 

5 

Pesos  1957  XF 

5.10 

Y 7 7 

10 

Pesos  1957  AU 

19.50 

Y 78 

5 

Pesos  1969  BU 

2.95 

Y79 

10 

Pesos  1960  BU 

4.25 

Y82 

25 

Pesos  1968  BU 

3.10 

Y90  25 
PANAMA 

Pesos  1972  BU 

3.25 

YTT 

T“ 

Balboas  1970  Games 

BU 

8.00 

Y31 

5 

Balboas  1972  FAO  BU 

9.00 

PERU 

New  100  Soles  1973  Japan  BU 

8.00 


TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO 

Y16  $5  1972  PR  21.00 

Y17  $10  1973  PR  18.00 

WEST  GERMANY 

Y12 6 a 10  Mark  19  72  (4  Mints) 

PR  7.00 

Y130  10  Mark  1972  (4  Mints) 

PR  7.00 

New  5 Mark  1973-C  Parliament 
BU  3.75 


SELECTED 


Austria  Y55  PR  4.00 
Austria  Y112  PR  5.00 
Cyprus  Y46  Unc  2.95 
Jersey  Y33  Unc  2.35 


FEBRUARY  1974 
ITEMS 

OTHER  CROWNS  § MINORS 
AUSTRALIA 

Y41- 45848  Mint  Set  1970  Red 
Case  3.25 

BRITISH  HONDURAS 

Y19  1 Cent  Mxd  Dts  F-VF  .55 

CAYMAN  ISLANDS 

Yl-2  185  Cents  1972  Unc  .30 

FRENCH  INDO-CHINA 
Y 16  10  Centimes  Mxd  Dts  VF 

1.00 

GREECE 

Proof  Set  1965  Paul  I 22.00 
GUERNSEY 

Y 10  - 12  1/2  , 1,  2 NP  1971  Unc 

.50 


INDIA 

Y57  Rupee  Mxd  Dts  AU-Unc  1.50 
KATANGA 

Y2  1 Franc  1961  Unc  1.35 

Y3  5 Francs  1961  Unc  2.00 

MALAYA 

Y3  5 Cents  1943  AU  .60 

Y4  10  Cents  1943-45  XF  .90 

MEXICO 

Y89  5 Pesos  1972  Unc  1.00 

THAILAND 

Y97  1 Baht  1972  Investiture 
Unc  .30 

TUNISIA 

Y64  20  Francs  1950  Unc  .75 

Y64  20  Francs  1957  Unc  .65 

Y65  50  Francs  1957  Unc  .85 

TURKS  AND  CAICOS  ISLANDS 
Y1  Crown  1969  2.95 

URUGUAY 

Y40-43  20  ,50C  8 1 ,5P  1965 

Unc  1.10 


EXTRAS 


Liberia  Y17  VF-XF 

4.65 

Nepal  Y84  Unc 

1.  80 

Tanzania  YSa  Unc 

1 . 85 

Turkey  Y118  Unc 

. 85 

BOOKS 


Cast  an  and  Cayon,  Las  Monedas  Espanoles  desde  los 
Reyes  Catoli cos 

Davis , Czechos lovak  Coins 

Krause-Mishler , Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coins 

Rabino  di  Borgomale,  Coins,  Medals,  an d Seals  of 
the  Shas  of  Iran,  1500-1941  (an^RT  reprint} 

Shlieker,  Paonessa,  and  Spencer,  The  Un  Peso  of 
the  Bank  of  Mexico 

Slabaugh,  Japanese  Invasion  Money  (4th  Edition) 


18.00 

3.00 

10.00 

4.  80 

2 . 70 
. 80 


High  quality  loose  leaf  Bulletin  binders  with  the  Numismatics 
International  emblem  $2.50  PP. 


1970  to  date  back  issues  of  the  Bulletin  available  at  60 <fr  each 
except  for  the  following: 

January  1970 
May  1970 
January  1971 
February  1971 
March  1971 
January  1972 


MEMBER  ADVERTISEMENTS 


ANCIENT  GREEK,  Roman  and  Medieval 
coins  for  sale.  Free  illustrated 
listing  of  over  1000  reasonably 
priced  coins.  Francis  J.  Rath, 

P.O.  Box  84,  Youngstown,  N.Y.  14174 


k NT  LISTS  SERVICED.  Minors  to 
J jwns , common  to  rare.  North- 
east Coin  Co.,  Hillsboro,  N.H. 
03244. 


CANADA  WORLD  NEWS  $1.50  per  year. 
Ads  l'-ti  per  word.  Box  6761, 

San  Jose,  Ca.  95150 


OLDER  MINORS,  Crowns,  Craig  Coinage, 
on  monthly  free  lists.  Discount 
allowed!  Sales  restricted  to: 

United  States  and  postal  overseas 
boxes.  Salvatore  Di  Gloria, 

12412  Cooley  Ave . , Cleveland,  Ohio 
44111. 


WANTED  THESE  DATES  ONLY.  South 
Korea  1 Won  1971,  1972,  1973;  5 
Won  1971,  1972,  1973;  10  Won  1968, 
1972,  1973;  Republic  of  China  5 
Yuan  (YS 4 8)  1971,  1972  , 1973. 

Please  contact  me  if  you  have  any 
of  these  coins  for  sale  or  trade. 
Chris  R.  Wilken,  Jr.,  7731  Vine  St. 
Lincoln,  Nebraska  68505. 


FEB.  1974 


BANNER’S 
P.O.  BOX  8443 
PARMA,  OHIO  44134 


Orders  under  $10.00  add 
350  Postage.  Outside 
U.S.A.  add  $1.00 


WE  ARE  BUYING  COINS  OF  HUNGARY,  CZECHOSLOVAKIA  AND  WORLD  COMMEMS . 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

MODERN  WORLD  COINS 

WHOLESALE  PRICE  LIST 

Y-2, 

1938 

BU 

• 75 

EACH 

PER 

Y-3, 

1928 

BU 

1.25 

a 

Y-4 , 

1921 

F. 

.10 

j 

Y-5. 

1933 

XF 

1.75 

AUSTRIA 

Y-125 

1970  Renner  P.L. 

6.50 

5.25 

Y-6, 

1922 

VF 

.25 

Y-129 

1972  Salzburg  BU 

4.50 

4.25 

Y-8, 

1926 

XF 

3.50 

Y-132 

1973  Bummerhaus  BU 

4.50 

4.10 

Y-9. 

1929 

BU 

3.50 

Same  P.L. 

6.95 

6.00 

Y-10, 

1938 

VF 

2.25 

BRAZIL 

Y-95. 

1972  20  Cruzeiros  BU  9-95 

8.50 

XF 

5.00 

BERMUDA 

Y-10 , 

1972  Wedding  $ BU 

5.50 

4.75 

1 

t— 1 
1 

X 

1928 

XF 

3.00 

Y-lOa 

Same  Silver  Proof 

35.00 

30.00 

BU 

5.00 

COOK  ISLAND 

1972  Tangaroa  $ BU 

8.95 

6.95 

Y-12 , 

1931 

BU 

7.75 

CZECH. 

Y-ll, 

1928  Masaryk  A .U. 

4.00 

3.50 

Y-14, 

1937 

BU 

8.50 

Y-S28 

1944  Slovakia  XF-AU 

3.95 

3.25 

YS19L 

1942 

UNC 

7.95 

Y-53, 

195*1  Uprising  Proof 

10.00 

7.50 

GEM 

11.50 

DENMARK 

Y-74, 

1967  Wedding  BU 

7.50 

6.75 

YS24, 

1939 

XF 

2.50 

Y-75, 

1968  Wedding  BU 

7.50 

6.75 

YS26, 

1939 

XF 

9.00 

EGYPT 

Y-126 

1968  High  Dam  BU 

4.95 

4.50 

YS27, 

1941 

BU 

4.50 

Y-136 

1970  Nasser  BU 

4.75 

4.25 

YS28 , 

1944 

BU 

6.50 

FIJI 

Y-33, 

1970  P.L.  bag  marked  4.50 

3-75 

YB30, 

1944 

UNC 

2.25 

FRANCE 

Y-lll 

1972  10  Franks  BU 

5.95 

5.25 

GEM 

3-75 

GAMBIA 

Y-7 , 

1970  Hippo  BU 

2.95 

2.35 

Y-33 . 

1948 

XF 

.20 

Y-7a, 

Same  Silver  Proof 

47.50 

37.50 

Y-35. 

1947 

BU 

.35 

W.  GERMANY  -133 

1971  Durer  B.U. 

3.75 

3.50 

Y-37 . 

1946 

BU 

• 75 

Y-134 

1973  Copernicus  BU 

3.75 

3.50 

Y-39. 

1948 

BU 

1.00 

GIBRALTAF 

I Y-2, 

1971  Ape  25P  BU 

2.50 

2.0C 

Y-40, 

1947 

BU 

2.25 

Y-2a, 

Same  Silver  Proof 

33.50 

27.50 

Y-41 , 

1948 

AU 

2.50 

Y-3, 

1972  Wedding  BU 

4.50 

3.50 

Y-42, 

1948 

BU 

4.25 

Y-3a, 

Same  Silver  Proof 

33.50 

27.50 

Y-43, 

1948 

AU 

3.75 

GUERNSEY 

Y-l6a, 

1972  Wedding  Proof 

36.00 

32.50 

Y-44, 

1949 

BU 

4.75 

HUNGARY 

1966 

Kossuth  Proof  Set 

27.50 

21.00 

Y-45, 

1949 

BU 

7.00 

1967 

Kossuth  Proof  Set 

25.00 

19.00 

Y-46, 

1949 

BU 

7.00 

*Y-105 

1968  Semmelweis  BU 

17.50 

14.50 

Y-48 , 

1959 

BU 

.15 

*Y-ll4 

1970  Liberation  BU 

15.00 

13.50 

Y-49, 

195*1 

BU 

.15 

*Y-118 , 

119  1972  Set  BU 

21.50 

18.50 

Y-50, 

195*1 

BU 

.20 

Same  Set  Proof 

25.50 

24.50 

Y-51, 

1956 

BU 

• 25 

*Y-120, 

1972  Budapest  PL 

14.50 

13.50 

Y-52, 

1953K  BU 

.45 

*Y-121 , 

122  1973  Set  BU 

20.00 

17.50 

Y-53, 

195*1 

XF 

2.50 

* Any  10  Hungary  100F  BU-PL 

ea, 

,12.95 

Y-54, 

195*1 

AU 

5.00 

ISLE-MAN 

Y-8, 

1972  Wedding  PL 

4.95 

3-75 

Y-55. 

1955 

AU 

2.75 

Y-8a, 

Same  Coin  Silver  PF.37.50 

33.50 

Y-56, 

1955 

PF. 

17.00 

ISRAEL 

1973  5 lb.  BU 

8.95 

8.50 

Y-58, 

1955 

BU 

17.00 

JERSEY 

H-8 , 

1972  2 lb  BU 

17.50 

15.00 

Y-59. 

1957 

PF. 

9.50 

H-9 , 

1972  2i  lb  BU 

21.50 

20.00 

Y-60, 

1957 

AU 

2.00 

NETHERLANDS 

1973  10  Gulden  BU 

6.75 

5.50 

Y-61 , 

i960 

BU 

.75 

Same  Silver  Proof 

18.50 

17.00 

Y-62, 

1962 

BU 

.15 

NEW 

Y-42, 

1967  Dollar  BU 

3.50 

3.00 

Y-63, 

1963 

BU 

• 30 

ZEALAND 

Y-44, 

1969  Capt.  Cook  $ BU  3.50 

3.00 

Y-64, 

1964 

BU 

.20 

Same  Coin  Proof 

7.50 

5-75 

Y-65, 

1964 

BU 

.25 

Y-45, 

1970  Mt.  Cook  $ BU 

3.50 

3.00 

Y-66 , 

1963 

BU 

• 35 

Same  Coin  Proof 

7.50 

5.75 

Y-67, 

1964 

BU 

.35 

Y-42a 

1971,72,  or  73  $ BU 

3.50 

3.00 

Y-68 , 

1964 

BU 

.75 

Y-47, 

1974  Games  $ BU 

3.50 

3.20 

Y-69, 

1964 

BU 

2.95 

NORWAY 

Y-85, 

1970  25th  Anniv  BU 

6.95 

6.00 

Y-70, 

1965 

BU 

4.75 

POLAND 

Y-65, 

Chopin  Proof 

10.50 

9.50 

Y-80, 

1969 

PF. 

I8.50 

PORTUGAL 

Y-70, 

1968  Cabral  BU 

5-75 

4.90 

Y-82, 

1970 

BU 

4.75 

Y-75, 

1969  da  GAMA  BU 

5.75 

4.90 

Y-83  > 

1970 

BU 

5-75 

Y-78, 

1972  Lusiadas  BU 

7.95 

6.75 

Y-86 , 

1971 

BU 

10.50 

SAMOA 

Y-7, 

Y-8, 9, 10, 11  BU  each 

3-95 

3.50 

Y-87, 

1972 

BU 

2.|o 

SINGAPORE  Y-10, 

1973  $5  Crown  BU 

7.95 

6.25 

PF . 

7.95 

Y-9, 

1973  $10  Crown  BU 

13.95 

11.75 

Y-88 , 

1972 

BU 

6 . 50 

THAILAND 

Y-95, 

1970  Buddhist  BU 

8.50 

7.00 

NEW  ISSUES  WITH  ASSIGNED  YEOMAN  NUMBERS  (Continued  from  page  26): 
DENMARK 

Margrethe  II  Coinage: 

Y78  5 $re  1973,  Copper-clad  iron  (15=51™) 

Y79  10  0re  1973;  Cupro-Nickel  ( l8mm) 

Y80  25  0re  1973;  Cupro-Nickel  (23mm) 

Y8l  1 Krone  1973;  Cupro-Nickel  (25- 5mm) 

Y82  5 Kroner  1973;  Cupro-Nickel  (33mm) 

EGYPT 

Yl4l  5 Piastres  1972,  Cupro-Nickel  (24.8mm) 


GERMANY -FEDERAL  REPUBLIC 

Y135  5 Deutsche  Mark  1973;  Silver  (29mm) 

125th  Anniversary  Frankfurt  Parliament  of  1848 


GREECE 
YA58 
YB58 
Y 66 

Y67 

y68 

Y69 

Y70 

Y71 

HONDURAS 

Y48 

KENYA 

Y13 


10  Lepta  1973;  Aluminum  (20.1mm) 

20  Lepta  1973;  Aluminum  (22.1mm) 

50  Lepta  1973;  Aluminum-Bronze  ( l8mm) 

1 Drachma  1973;  Aluminum-Bronze  (20.9mm) 

2 Drachmai  1973;  Aluminum-Bronze  (23* 9mm) 

5 Drachmai  1973;  Cupro-Nickel  (25.1mm) 

10  Drachmai  1973;  Cupro-Nickel  (26.5mm) 

20  Drachmai  1973;  Cupro-Nickel  (29mm) 

50  Centavos  1973;  Cupro-Nickel  (24mm),  F.A.O.  Coinage 


5 Shillings  1973;  Cupro-Nicekl  (33mm,  9_sided), 
100th  Anniversary  of  Independence 


PANAMA 

Y31  2-l/2  Centesimos  1974,  Bronze,  F.A.0.  Coinage 

Y32  5 Balboas  1972,  Silver,  F.A.0.  Coinage 


PERU 

Y82  100  Soles  1973;  Silver  (36mm),  Centennial  of  Trade  Relations 

Between  Japan  and  Peru 


PHILIPPINES 

Y54  25  Piso  1974,  Silver  (38.1mm),  25th  Anniv.  of  Central  Bank 


PORTUGUESE  GUINEA 

Y12  10  Centavos  1973;  Aluminum  (15mm) 

Y13  20  Centavos  1973;  Bronze  ( l6mm) 

Y15  1 Escudo  1973;  Bronze  (26mm) 

Yl6  5 Escudos  1973;  Cupro-Nickel  (24.5mm) 


ST.  HELENA 

Y1  25  Pence  1974;  Cupro-Nickel  (39mm),  Royal  Charter  Commemorative 
Yla  25  Pence  1974,  Silver,  Royal  Charter  Commemorative 

SOUTH  VIET  NAM 

Y13  10  Dong  1974,  Brass-clad-steel  (24.5mm),  F.A.0.  Coinage 

SRI  LANKA 

Y6  50  Centa  1972,  Cupro-Nickel  (21. 3mm) 

Y7  1 Rupee  1972,  Cupro-Nickel  (25* 3mm) 

URUGUAY 

Y55  100  Pesos  1973;  Nickel-brass 


55 


MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 


Val  De  Carlo,  Box  127,  Patchogue,  New  York:  WANTED  to  buy  --  Anchor 

Money  British  West  Indies  1/4  Dollar;  1/2 reals,  one  reales  and  two 
reales  from  Spain,  Mexico  and  South  America  before  l800;  and  English  — 
Lady  Godiva  Tokens. 

Brian  Altman,  37  Eton  Overlook,  Rockville,  Maryland  2085O:  I am  try- 

ing to  compile  a variety  list  of  British  George  II-III  Evasion  Coppers 
(British  "Bungtown  Coppers")  as  described  by  Atkins.  I'll  gladly 
attribute  any  member's  pieces  --  also  trade. 

Lon  S.  Stockton,  Box  1224,  Cupertino,  California  95013:  Will  trade 

coins  from  many  countries  of  the  world  (write  for  list  of  countries). 

If  you  have  coins  to  trade,  write  what  you  have  and  I will  make  an 
offer. 

Philip  M.  Wing,  CMR  Box  149,  Ellington  AEB,  Texas  77030:  I would  like 

to  trade  coins  with  anyone  having  nice  grade  pre-l800  British  coins 
or  Uncirculated  Vatican  silver  coins  1929-1973- 

Marvin  L.  Fraley,  P.  0.  Box  2070,  Lubbock,  Texas  79^08:  Would  like 

to  correspond  and  trade  coins  of  the  Netherlands  with  other  collectors 
of  this  country.  I collect  by  date,  variety  and  mintmark  coins  of 
The  Netherlands,  Netherlands  East  Indies,  Surinam  and  Curacao.  I can 
furnish  a list  of  my  wants  and  extras  on  request. 


Above  are  rubbings  of  two  coins  or  tokens  which  I have  had  for  several 
years.  They  were  given  to  me  in  a large  group  of  foreign  coins.  They 
both  appear  to  be  Chinese,  but  wonder  if  someone  in  the  organization 
can  help  in  a positive  identification. 

No.  1 is  brass,  26.5nim  and  weighs  about  3-®  6-  It  has  a triangular 
hole  in  the  center.  The  piece  is  slightly  convex. 

No.  2 is  also  brass,  23mm  in  diameter  and  weighs  1.45  g.  It  is  very 
thin.  The  design  is  incused  on  the  reverse,  and  raised  on  the  obverse. 
It  has  a square  hole  in  the  center. 

Any  help  would  be  appreciated. 

(Joel  Anderson,  U.  of  Santa  Clara,  Box  4?6,  Santa  Clara,  Calif.  95055) 


IDENTIFICATION,  Please? 


